
BECOMING ME

If you had to draw your life as  

a line, what would it look like?  

Becoming Me is created in partnership with Dr Ger 
Graus OBE, global director of education, KidZania.

I started off outside the box, travelled 

through it and ended up outside again.

 “My motto is: if there 
ever comes a day when 
we can’t be together, 
keep me in your heart – 
I’ll stay there forever.”   
Dr Graus likes these words from Winnie-the-Pooh.

Dr Ger Graus OBE
KidZania’s education expert explains how he became who he is today.
Describe yourself in  
three words.
Kind. Clever. Dutch.

Whom do you love?
My children, Anna, Tom and 
Imogen, my much better half 
Vanessa, and my granddad.  

As a child, who did you 
want to be like and why?
My granddad. He is kind, fun, 
and tucked me into bed 
tighter than anyone when I 
was little. Also, Johan Cruyff 
(a Dutch footballer). He was 
a natural leader. 

When you were 11, what 
did you dream of being? 
A coalminer (like my 
granddad) and footballer 
(like Cruyff). Also, detective, 

knight, actor, firefighter, F1 
driver, teacher. Teacher won! 

What do you do now?
I am global education 
director for KidZania (“cities” 
for young people where they 
can experience the world  
of work through role-play).  
I lead the development  
of education and learning.  

How did you get there?
From school and university  
in the Netherlands to 
teaching German in England. 
Then advising, inspecting 
and being in charge of  
30 schools. After that I 
became the founding chief 
executive of the Children’s 
University, then I was invited 
to join KidZania. 

What do you love  
about what you do?
Making a difference to 
children’s lives; meeting 
brilliant people; travelling.

What are you  
doing today?
I spend a lot of time 
preparing to speak at 
conferences. In the next  
few weeks I will be in 
London, Turkey, the US, 
Russia, the Netherlands and 
Mexico. I am also working  
on books and a TV project.

What is the best thing 
about being you?
I wake up each morning 
knowing there are at least 
five people who love me.


