
Vocabulary work
The following activity ideas develop vocabulary using 
the article:

• Look at new vocabulary from the text e.g. bunting,
national holiday, address (radio address), civilians,
Axis powers, Allies etc. Discuss the word class and 
meanings. 

• Look at the word address. How is it used in this
article? What word class does it belong to? Give
other examples of how address can be used as a
verb and then discuss how it can be used as a noun.
Which other words can we collect and classify as
words which have more than one word class? Build
oral sentences with other examples e.g. insult,
alert, back etc.

• Use the article to investigate plurals. Highlight
all plural words. Sort them into groups where the
spelling pattern has been changed in the same way
(e.g. by adding an –s, –es, by the word changing 
completely e.g. women). Reinforce spelling patterns 
and ask children if they can add other words to each 
group that follow the same spelling rule. 

• Use the text to consolidate synonyms and
antonyms. Pick five words and then recap the
meaning of each word. Challenge the children to
find appropriate synonyms and antonyms. The
children score one point for each word and two
points if they spell it correctly. Give the class a total
to aim at.

• Discuss the moods that VE day provoked. Draw
evidence from the article.  Identify that there was
elation, sadness and relief. Ensure that the children
create a word bank for these emotions that can be
drawn on in later writing activities.

All about VE day: Celebrating the end of war in Europe
The Second World War came to an end on the 8th May 1945. This article covers what happened on VE day. Here are some wonderful lesson ideas for across the 
whole curriculum to enrich your topic work.  For more articles and lesson maps, visit schools.theweekjunior.co.uk/lesson-ideas 

Reading comprehension
Use the article to answer the following questions in a whole class reading session,  
a grouped guided reading session or as an independent task:

1. Name three ways in which the end of the war was celebrated.

2. Explain why the author writes that ‘it was a day of mixed emotions’.

3. Who were the:
a) Allies?
b)  Axis Powers?

4. Why did Japan enter World War Two? When did the war end in the Far East?

5. Find and copy the word which suggests lots of people headed to London.

6. How do you know that some evacuees found their new lives exciting?

7. Look at the section Preparing for the Party. How did the Government make sure the 
celebrations would be extraordinary?

8. How many services were at St. Paul’s Cathedral to celebrate the end of the war? Why 
were there so many?

9. Why was it so important that famous buildings across London were lit up on V.E. Day? 
Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 

10. How did the palace ensure that the Queen was safe during the celebrations?

Writing outcomes
The following ideas use the article to develop writing:

All about the Nepal earthquake

On 25 April 2015, a deadly earthquake
ripped through Nepal, a country north of 

India. It was the worst earthquake for more
than 80 years – experts say it had the same strength 
as 20 nuclear bombs. It measured 7.8 on the Moment 
Magnitude Scale. Huge cracks appeared in the roads;
homes and schools were destroyed; and historic sites
that had stood for hundreds of years crumbled to the 
ground. The quake affected more than eight million 
people – over a quarter of the country’s population.
More than 8,000 people were killed and 16,000 more
were injured. Families slept on the streets and children
went to schools set up in temporary tents. A huge 
aftershock happened on 12 May, causing more
damage. One year later, people are still rebuilding
their lives. 

Life after the earthquake
All about the Nepal earthquake

Why was the earthquake so devastating?
Part of the reason is because Nepal’s capital city, 
Kathmandu, where more than one million people
live, is only 49 miles away from the epicentre of
the earthquake. The epicentre is the point on Earth
directly above the earthquake’s focus, which is 
the point inside the Earth’s crust where pressure is 
released. The earthquake itself was very shallow; 
its source was just nine miles below ground. The 
shallowness of the source made the shaking of the 
ground at the surface worse than it would have been
if it were a deeper earthquake. The huge tremors
were felt hundreds of miles away in Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan. In Nepal’s remote, mountainous 
regions, landslides destroyed and cut off villages.

The Earth is broken up into 
seven major slabs of rock, called 
tectonic plates. These huge 
slabs float on top of super-hot 
melted rock called magma and 
sometimes they grind against 
each other. When this 
happens, friction 
builds up between 
the plates and 
pressure is 
released deep 
underground at
a point known as 
the focus. The Earth’s
crust directly above the
focus is called the epicentre.

Waves of energy, called seismic
waves, ripple through the 
ground away from the epicentre,
causing the ground to shake.
Earthquakes are measured using 

a seismograph. The graph 
measures the strength,

or magnitude, of 
the waves of
energy. These
waves are 

usually measured 
on a scale from 

0 to 10, called the
Moment Magnitude 

Scale. This replaced the
Richter Scale in the US in 2002.

What causes an earthquake?

A place to smile
This temporary camp 
was set up by an
agency to look after 
children while their
families rebuild their 
homes. In between 
their lessons the 
children can enjoy 
arts, crafts, dance and 
playing outdoor games 
in the camp. 

Building schools
A group of fire cadets from 
Cheshire heard about the
earthquake in Nepal and 
wanted to help. They raised
money to build a school in one 
of the villages that was hit,
and then travelled to Nepal to
lend a hand. They said the best 
part of their trip was seeing the
smiles on the children’s faces 
when the school was finished.

One year on: working together to rebuild Nepal

Scientists had warned for a
long time that a catastrophic 
earthquake would hit Nepal. 
They believe an even bigger one 
is still to come. Charities like the 
Red Cross are helping people to 
prepare by staging simulations, 
so they know what to do in the 
event of an earthquake. Homes 
are being built so that they can 
withstand the impact of a quake

and mobile healthcare units are 
being set up so the government 
can immediately respond to a 
crisis. Earthquakes aren’t the only 
natural disasters that the country 
faces. It experiences avalanches,
floods and storms every year. 
Geologists believe that global 
warming could be 
partly to blame for 
these events.  

Preparing for future disasters
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Find out how Nepal is being rebuilt, one year after a devastating earthquake.

What was done to help?
After the quake, aid flooded in from all over the 
world. The British Government sent £70 million, and 
international engineers, medical experts and search-
and-rescue teams all arrived in the country. The UK’s
International Development Secretary Justine Greening 
visited Nepal after the disaster. Recently she said, “One
year on, we continue to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the people of Nepal as they repair and rebuild.”

The fire cadets stand 
outside the school.

A camp for 
children whose

homes were
destroyed.

Entire buildings
collapsed during the

earthquake.

Helicopters reach Nepal’s
mountainous regions.

NEPAL
Nepal is a country  

north of India with a 

population of 28 million. 

The people of Nepal 

speak Nepali and their 

religion is mostly Hinduism. 

More than a third of Nepali 

people live on less than 

£10 per month.

Tectonic
plate

Focus

Epicentre

Earth’s crust

Seismic waves

Tectonic
plates

United  
Kingdom

Nepal

Prince Harry helps out
After Prince Harry’s five-day 
royal tour of Nepal in March
2016, he stayed for a few 
more days to help rebuild 
a school in the village of 
Lapubesi that was destroyed 
by the earthquake. The 
village has a population 
of 3,000 people and the 
earthquake destroyed 95%
of homes there.

DARCY THE
RESCUE DOG
Darcy is part of the UK’s 

International Search and Rescue 

team and was sent to Nepal after 

the earthquake. Darcy searched 

for people trapped under the 

rubble. John Ball is her 

handler and he taught Darcy 

to sniff out people. All the 

search-and-rescue dogs 

love chasing toys –  

this is how they train  

for emergency  
situations. 
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English in context

The Royal Family 
A huge crowd gathered outside 
Buckingham Palace on VE Day in 
1945, hoping to catch a glimpse 
of King George VI, his wife 
Queen Elizabeth and their 
daughters, Princess Elizabeth 
(now the Queen) and Princess 
Margaret. The King and Queen 
eventually appeared on the 
balcony eight times, delighting 
the crowds below.

Celebrating the end  
of war in Europe

All about VE Day All about VE Day

For more than five years, 
British towns and cities were 
constantly bombed. In all, 
more than 67,000 civilians 
– ordinary people not in the 
armed forces or police – were
killed and around 86,000
were seriously injured. Food 
and clothes were rationed,
and by 1943, almost every
household item was in short
supply. Shortages continued

for years after the war ended. 
Millions of children were 

sent away from cities to live 
in the countryside during the 
war. These areas were at less 
risk of bombing. For some, 
being evacuated was 
exciting. Many city children 
had never seen farm animals 
before. When the war ended 
the children returned home  
to their families.

What was life like during the war?

Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her 90th 
birthday in April this year, but on VE Day in 
1945 she was a 19-year-old princess. The 
young princess asked her parents if 
she and her sister Margaret could 
go out and join the crowds. 
Amazingly, they agreed but 
only if the princesses went in a 
group with an army officer 
looking after them. The 
Queen pulled a cap down 

over her face so no one would recognise her.
Margaret Rhodes, the princesses’ cousin, 

went with them that night. She explained: 
“It was a mass of people all cheering and 

saying “Whoopee!” We walked right up 
to Leicester Square where everybody 
was kissing everybody and putting 

policemen’s helmets on their heads”. 
The Queen has said of that night, “I 

think it was one of the most 
memorable nights of my life”.

Queen Elizabeth’s memorable nightWWII: Who was fighting whom, and why?

During the war there 
were shortages of 
food because men 
were taken from the 
fields to fight, and 
routes bringing 
supplies into the country 
were often blocked. 

In January 1940, the 
Government introduced 
food rationing to ensure that 
everyone received their  
fair share of food despite  
the shortages. 

In the spring of 1945, as 
war appeared to be coming 
to an end in Europe, the 

Government began 
preparing for the country’s 
victory celebrations. In April, 
officials sent out suggestions 
to local authorities that 
included holding parties in 
local parks, putting up 
bunting, lighting 
searchlights and burning 
bonfires to make sure the 
celebrations were a success.

Preparing for  
the party
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On one side were a group of 
countries known as the Axis 
Powers, which included  
Germany, Italy and Japan. On  
the other side were the Allies. 
They included Britain, Australia, 
Canada, China, France, India,  
New Zealand and the US. 

The war started because 
Germany’s ruler, Adolf Hitler, 
wanted Germany to control 

Europe. On his orders, the German 
army invaded lots of countries. 

By 1943 Germany was starting 
to lose the war. On 7 May 1945, 
Germany surrendered.

Meanwhile, Japan wanted 
control of the Far East. The war in 
the Far East and the Pacific ended 
on 15 August 1945 when Japan 
surrendered. That date is called VJ 
Day or Victory over Japan Day.

DID YOU  
KNOW?  

London’s St Paul’s 

Cathedral held  10 services 

on VE Day giving thanks 

for peace. Thousands of 

people turned up to 

each service. 

The Second World War in 
Europe came to an end 71 
years ago this week. 

On the 8 May 1945, Victory in Europe Day, or  
VE Day, was declared. It marked the end of the 

Second World War in Europe, a terrible event that cost 
millions of lives and caused widespread destruction 
around the world. The war lasted for nearly six years 
from September 1939 until May 1945. On 8 May, it 
was finally over in Europe. Crowds filled the streets and 
huge celebrations were held across the country. The 
date is remembered every year in the UK.

What happened?
To mark the end of the war, parades, church 
services and street parties were held 
throughout the country, and colourful bunting 
and flags decorated villages, towns and cities. 
On VE Day, a lady called Nella Last wrote in 
her diary: “As if by magic, long ladders 
appeared, for putting up flags and streamers.” 

Although London had been bombed 
heavily during the war, many people flocked 
there to celebrate. Around 50,000 people from 
all over the country made it to Piccadilly Circus by 
midnight on VE Day. 

It was a day of mixed emotions. King George VI 
gave a radio address to the nation, to commemorate 
those who had died. “Let us remember the men in all 
the services, and the women in all the services, who 
have laid down their lives,” he said. The Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, made a speech on the 
radio announcing that the war was over, and 
declared a national holiday. “Long live the cause of 
freedom! God save the King,” he said. 

During the war, many homes had blackout curtains, which 
helped block out the light. Streetlights also had to be  

turned off. This was to prevent enemy planes from using 
the lights as guides to locate British cities in order to 

bomb them. On VE Day, landmarks across London such as 
the Houses of Parliament and 
Buckingham Palace were lit up once 
again. Searchlights were used to 

create a “V” sign, which stood 
for victory, in the air by  

St Paul’s Cathedral. 

V for victory

DID YOU KNOW?VE Day 1945 was the 61st birthday of Harry S. Truman, the president of the US at that time. He described the Germany’s surrender as “some birthday present”.
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• Take an emotive image of children being evacuated. Use this 
as a stimulus for drama freeze frames to inform writing. In small 
groups, ask children to create a tableau of the scene. When they 
are touched on the shoulder, they should say what their character 
is thinking or feeling. Use hot seating to support this further. 

• Link with the discussion used in the drama (see above), and
write a diary entry as a child who has been evacuated. This is a
good opportunity to look at range of propaganda posters from
the time. Children could write as evacuees who were sent to the
countryside or challenged to write as one of the 10,000 children
who were evacuated to the USA, Canada and Australia.

• Use an evacuee photograph in the centre of a page to record the drama
work in an alternative way. On one side of the page write the thoughts
and feelings of the mother and on the other side write the thoughts and
feelings of the child. Are there any similarities? How do they differ?

• Investigate further how British soldiers who were fighting the war abroad 
received the news about the end of the war. Where were they? Write a 
letter home from their point of view. Link back to the word bank collected 
about joy, sadness and relief. How would a German soldier feel?

• Create the script for a radio broadcast reporting on the end of the war in
Europe.

©THE WEEK JUNIOR, DENNIS PUBLISHING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



P.S.H.E.
•	 Identify that Hitler persecuted the Jews and other social groups. Children 

need to understand that groups were treated differently at an age-
appropriate level. Link to The Diary of Anne Frank. Read extracts to show 
the impact of war on everyday lives. Use this to explore and discuss the 
dangers of stereotyping and how this can lead to discrimination. Debate a 
stereotypical statement such as: Boys make the best footballers etc. 

•	 Explain that due to the dangers they faced many people became refugees. 
Link to modern day news reports or use the Unicef website to find out 
more: https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/resources/
teaching-resources/refugee-crisis-europe/ Has anything changed?

Maths
•	 Use all four operations in maths to plan a VE day party. 

Challenge the children to create a food and drink menu and 
include tablecloths and decorations, such as those mentioned in 
the text e.g. bunting. Give each separate item a cost and give the 
children a budget. Remind them that rationing is still happening 
so this may limit their choices. How many people can you afford 
to hold a party for?

•	 Consolidate knowledge of co-ordinates by playing battleships. 
Children may already be aware of how important the naval 
battles were in World War Two, but this can also be linked to 
food shortages and rationing as Hitler targeted supply ships. As 
a result of this, many foods could not get through. 

•	 Use nets of shapes to make a gas mask carrier. This task could 
also support children to practise using a ruler to measure 
accurately in centimetres. 

Science
•	 Link to work on electricity. Children can 

create simple circuits with a bulb or buzzer. 
They can then investigate the alphabet in 
Morse code. They can use their circuits to 
send a message in Morse that can then be 
decoded by another child. 

•	 Link to work on Light/Materials. The article 
states: ‘During the war, many homes had 
blackout curtains, which helped block out 
the light. Streetlights also had to be turned 
off. This was to prevent enemy planes from 
using the lights as guides to locate British 
cities in order to bomb them.’ Investigate 
which materials are best at blocking light 
and why.

Geography 
•	 Identify and label the countries on a  

world map that were involved in the conflict.  
Ensure that the children understand that more 
countries were involved than they may have 
realised. 

•	 Linked to the work on the Blitz, use a map of the 
United Kingdom to identify where was bombed. 
Identify the major cities of London, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Belfast, Plymouth, Glasgow, 
Coventry and Hull. Why where those cities the 
main targets? Look at the population of these 
places and what was produced there. 

•	 Identify where different food stuffs come from. 
Again, use a world map. Which foods have 
the longest journeys? Identify the routes and 
methods that would be used to get those foods 
to the U.K. Use maths to compare journey 
lengths. As Britain imported 70% of its food, it is 
clear why shortages occurred. 

History
•	 Use a range of primary and 

secondary sources that are 
freely available on the internet to 
investigate why the Second World 
War started. What happened 
to Germany after World War 
One? Why did Hitler become 
so popular? Identify that both 
Czechoslovakia and Poland were 
invaded, and Britain protested. 
Listen to Neville Chamberlain’s 
speech. What does that tell us?

•	 Create a simple timeline showing 
the major events of the Second 
World War. What were the 
significant events? Who were the 
leaders of the Axis Powers and 
the Allied countries? 

 

All about the Nepal earthquake

On 25 April 2015, a deadly earthquake 
ripped through Nepal, a country north of 

India. It was the worst earthquake for more 
than 80 years – experts say it had the same strength 
as 20 nuclear bombs. It measured 7.8 on the Moment 
Magnitude Scale. Huge cracks appeared in the roads; 
homes and schools were destroyed; and historic sites 
that had stood for hundreds of years crumbled to the 
ground. The quake affected more than eight million 
people – over a quarter of the country’s population. 
More than 8,000 people were killed and 16,000 more 
were injured. Families slept on the streets and children 
went to schools set up in temporary tents. A huge 
aftershock happened on 12 May, causing more 
damage. One year later, people are still rebuilding 
their lives. 

Life after the earthquake
All about the Nepal earthquake

Why was the earthquake so devastating?
Part of the reason is because Nepal’s capital city, 
Kathmandu, where more than one million people 
live, is only 49 miles away from the epicentre of 
the earthquake. The epicentre is the point on Earth 
directly above the earthquake’s focus, which is 
the point inside the Earth’s crust where pressure is 
released. The earthquake itself was very shallow; 
its source was just nine miles below ground. The 
shallowness of the source made the shaking of the 
ground at the surface worse than it would have been 
if it were a deeper earthquake. The huge tremors 
were felt hundreds of miles away in Bangladesh, 
India and Pakistan. In Nepal’s remote, mountainous 
regions, landslides destroyed and cut off villages.

The Earth is broken up into 
seven major slabs of rock, called 
tectonic plates. These huge 
slabs float on top of super-hot 
melted rock called magma and 
sometimes they grind against 
each other. When this 
happens, friction 
builds up between 
the plates and 
pressure is 
released deep 
underground at 
a point known as 
the focus. The Earth’s 
crust directly above the 
focus is called the epicentre. 

Waves of energy, called seismic 
waves, ripple through the 
ground away from the epicentre, 
causing the ground to shake. 
Earthquakes are measured using 

a seismograph. The graph 
measures the strength, 

or magnitude, of 
the waves of 
energy. These 
waves are 

usually measured 
on a scale from 

0 to 10, called the 
Moment Magnitude 

Scale. This replaced the 
Richter Scale in the US in 2002.

What causes an earthquake?

A place to smile
This temporary camp 
was set up by an 
agency to look after 
children while their 
families rebuild their 
homes. In between 
their lessons the 
children can enjoy 
arts, crafts, dance and 
playing outdoor games 
in the camp. 

Building schools
A group of fire cadets from 
Cheshire heard about the 
earthquake in Nepal and 
wanted to help. They raised 
money to build a school in one 
of the villages that was hit, 
and then travelled to Nepal to 
lend a hand. They said the best 
part of their trip was seeing the 
smiles on the children’s faces 
when the school was finished. 

One year on: working together to rebuild Nepal

Scientists had warned for a 
long time that a catastrophic 
earthquake would hit Nepal. 
They believe an even bigger one 
is still to come. Charities like the 
Red Cross are helping people to 
prepare by staging simulations, 
so they know what to do in the 
event of an earthquake. Homes 
are being built so that they can 
withstand the impact of a quake 

and mobile healthcare units are 
being set up so the government 
can immediately respond to a 
crisis. Earthquakes aren’t the only 
natural disasters that the country 
faces. It experiences avalanches, 
floods and storms every year. 
Geologists believe that global 
warming could be 
partly to blame for 
these events.  

Preparing for future disasters
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Find out how Nepal is being rebuilt, one year after a devastating earthquake.

What was done to help?
After the quake, aid flooded in from all over the 
world. The British Government sent £70 million, and 
international engineers, medical experts and search-
and-rescue teams all arrived in the country. The UK’s 
International Development Secretary Justine Greening 
visited Nepal after the disaster. Recently she said, “One 
year on, we continue to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the people of Nepal as they repair and rebuild.”

The fire cadets stand 
outside the school.

A camp for 
children whose 

homes were 
destroyed. 

Entire buildings 
collapsed during the 

earthquake. 

Helicopters reach Nepal’s 
mountainous regions.

         NEPAL
   Nepal is a country  

   north of India with a 

  population of 28 million. 

  The people of Nepal 

 speak Nepali and their 

 religion is mostly Hinduism. 

More than a third of Nepali 

people live on less than 

£10 per month.

Tectonic 
plate

Focus

Epicentre

Earth’s crust

Seismic waves

Tectonic 
plates

United  
Kingdom

Nepal

Prince Harry helps out
After Prince Harry’s five-day 
royal tour of Nepal in March 
2016, he stayed for a few 
more days to help rebuild 
a school in the village of 
Lapubesi that was destroyed 
by the earthquake. The 
village has a population 
of 3,000 people and the 
earthquake destroyed 95% 
of homes there.

DARCY THE 
RESCUE DOG
Darcy is part of the UK’s  

International Search and Rescue  

team and was sent to Nepal after 

the earthquake. Darcy searched 

for people trapped under the 

rubble. John Ball is her 

handler and he taught Darcy 

to sniff out people. All the 

search-and-rescue dogs 

love chasing toys –  

this is how they train  

for emergency  
situations. 
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Art/Design and Technology
•	 Design a propaganda poster. What message will you send?  

What are the popular images and colours that are used?

•	 Investigate and make some war time recipes. Which key ingredients are missing? 
How does this affect the texture or taste of the food?

•	 Look at the work of Henry Moore. Although he is most famous for his sculptures, 
during World War Two he made a number of sketches of the people using the 
underground as a shelter. Evaluate these images. How do they make you feel? 
What techniques has the artist used? Can the children emulate his style? Children 
could also sculpt their figures in modelling clay. 

Music
• Teach the children some of the simple songs which were made famous during 

Wartime Britain e.g. Run rabbit, run or The White Cliffs of Dover. Look more 
closely at the lyrics to these songs. Use them as a basis for a comprehension 
activity. Why were they so popular? What messages do they send?

• Listen to a range of songs from the period, including In The Mood and Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy. What do the children like/dislike about them? What 
instruments were used?

• Discuss the importance of radio. Why were they banned in some countries 
that were occupied by the Germans? The penalty could be harsh. If caught 
using one, you would be shot.

•	 Investigate propaganda posters at the time. 
Through these, identify the changing roles 
of women throughout the war. Focus on the 
literary techniques used e.g. rhyme: Loose Lips 
Sink Ships, alliteration: Make-do and Mend etc. 
What messages are these posters trying to 
convey? Link to Art activity (above).

•	 Research the Blitz. Link to the Geography 
activity. How did people try to keep themselves 
safe? Investigate the different types of shelters 
that could be used in the home e.g. Morrison 
shelter, Anderson shelters etc. Were these 
effective? What other things did people do? 
At home? In London? Again, use photographic 
evidence to show that all people had to carry 
a gas mask, even babies, and that during 
wartime people even used the top of their 
Anderson shelters to grow vegetables!

The Royal Family 
A huge crowd gathered outside 
Buckingham Palace on VE Day in 
1945, hoping to catch a glimpse 
of King George VI, his wife 
Queen Elizabeth and their 
daughters, Princess Elizabeth 
(now the Queen) and Princess 
Margaret. The King and Queen 
eventually appeared on the 
balcony eight times, delighting 
the crowds below.

 Celebrating the end  
of war in Europe

All about VE Day All about VE Day

For more than five years, 
British towns and cities were 
constantly bombed. In all, 
more than 67,000 civilians 
– ordinary people not in the 
armed forces or police – were 
killed and around 86,000 
were seriously injured. Food 
and clothes were rationed, 
and by 1943, almost every 
household item was in short 
supply. Shortages continued 

for years after the war ended. 
Millions of children were 

sent away from cities to live 
in the countryside during the 
war. These areas were at less 
risk of bombing. For some, 
being evacuated was 
exciting. Many city children 
had never seen farm animals 
before. When the war ended 
the children returned home  
to their families.

What was life like during the war?

Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her 90th 
birthday in April this year, but on VE Day in 
1945 she was a 19-year-old princess. The 
young princess asked her parents if 
she and her sister Margaret could 
go out and join the crowds. 
Amazingly, they agreed but 
only if the princesses went in a 
group with an army officer 
looking after them. The 
Queen pulled a cap down 

over her face so no one would recognise her.
Margaret Rhodes, the princesses’ cousin, 

went with them that night. She explained: 
“It was a mass of people all cheering and 

saying “Whoopee!” We walked right up 
to Leicester Square where everybody 
was kissing everybody and putting 

policemen’s helmets on their heads”. 
The Queen has said of that night, “I 

think it was one of the most 
memorable nights of my life”.

Queen Elizabeth’s memorable nightWWII: Who was fighting whom, and why?

During the war there 
were shortages of 
food because men 
were taken from the 
fields to fight, and 
routes bringing 
supplies into the country 
were often blocked. 

In January 1940, the 
Government introduced 
food rationing to ensure that 
everyone received their  
fair share of food despite  
the shortages. 

In the spring of 1945, as 
war appeared to be coming 
to an end in Europe, the 

Government began 
preparing for the country’s 
victory celebrations. In April, 
officials sent out suggestions 
to local authorities that 
included holding parties in 
local parks, putting up 
bunting, lighting 
searchlights and burning 
bonfires to make sure the 
celebrations were a success.

Preparing for  
the party
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On one side were a group of 
countries known as the Axis 
Powers, which included  
Germany, Italy and Japan. On  
the other side were the Allies. 
They included Britain, Australia, 
Canada, China, France, India,  
New Zealand and the US. 

The war started because 
Germany’s ruler, Adolf Hitler, 
wanted Germany to control 

Europe. On his orders, the German 
army invaded lots of countries. 

By 1943 Germany was starting 
to lose the war. On 7 May 1945, 
Germany surrendered.

Meanwhile, Japan wanted 
control of the Far East. The war in 
the Far East and the Pacific ended 
on 15 August 1945 when Japan 
surrendered. That date is called VJ 
Day or Victory over Japan Day.

DID YOU  
KNOW?  

London’s St Paul’s 

Cathedral held  10 services 

on VE Day giving thanks 

for peace. Thousands of 

people turned up to 

each service. 

The Second World War in 
Europe came to an end 71 
years ago this week. 

On the 8 May 1945, Victory in Europe Day, or  
VE Day, was declared. It marked the end of the 

Second World War in Europe, a terrible event that cost 
millions of lives and caused widespread destruction 
around the world. The war lasted for nearly six years 
from September 1939 until May 1945. On 8 May, it 
was finally over in Europe. Crowds filled the streets and 
huge celebrations were held across the country. The 
date is remembered every year in the UK.

What happened?
To mark the end of the war, parades, church 
services and street parties were held 
throughout the country, and colourful bunting 
and flags decorated villages, towns and cities. 
On VE Day, a lady called Nella Last wrote in 
her diary: “As if by magic, long ladders 
appeared, for putting up flags and streamers.” 

Although London had been bombed 
heavily during the war, many people flocked 
there to celebrate. Around 50,000 people from 
all over the country made it to Piccadilly Circus by 
midnight on VE Day. 

It was a day of mixed emotions. King George VI 
gave a radio address to the nation, to commemorate 
those who had died. “Let us remember the men in all 
the services, and the women in all the services, who 
have laid down their lives,” he said. The Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, made a speech on the 
radio announcing that the war was over, and 
declared a national holiday. “Long live the cause of 
freedom! God save the King,” he said. 

During the war, many homes had blackout curtains, which 
helped block out the light. Streetlights also had to be  

turned off. This was to prevent enemy planes from using 
the lights as guides to locate British cities in order to 

bomb them. On VE Day, landmarks across London such as 
the Houses of Parliament and 
Buckingham Palace were lit up once 
again. Searchlights were used to 

create a “V” sign, which stood 
for victory, in the air by  

St Paul’s Cathedral. 

V for victory

DID YOU KNOW?VE Day 1945 was the 61st birthday of Harry S. Truman, the president of the US at that time. He described the Germany’s surrender as “some birthday  present”.
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The Royal Family 
A huge crowd gathered outside 
Buckingham Palace on VE Day in 
1945, hoping to catch a glimpse 
of King George VI, his wife 
Queen Elizabeth and their 
daughters, Princess Elizabeth 
(now the Queen) and Princess 
Margaret. The King and Queen 
eventually appeared on the 
balcony eight times, delighting 
the crowds below.

 Celebrating the end  
of war in Europe

All about VE Day All about VE Day

For more than five years, 
British towns and cities were 
constantly bombed. In all, 
more than 67,000 civilians 
– ordinary people not in the 
armed forces or police – were 
killed and around 86,000 
were seriously injured. Food 
and clothes were rationed, 
and by 1943, almost every 
household item was in short 
supply. Shortages continued 

for years after the war ended. 
Millions of children were 

sent away from cities to live 
in the countryside during the 
war. These areas were at less 
risk of bombing. For some, 
being evacuated was 
exciting. Many city children 
had never seen farm animals 
before. When the war ended 
the children returned home  
to their families.

What was life like during the war?

Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her 90th 
birthday in April this year, but on VE Day in 
1945 she was a 19-year-old princess. The 
young princess asked her parents if 
she and her sister Margaret could 
go out and join the crowds. 
Amazingly, they agreed but 
only if the princesses went in a 
group with an army officer 
looking after them. The 
Queen pulled a cap down 

over her face so no one would recognise her.
Margaret Rhodes, the princesses’ cousin, 

went with them that night. She explained: 
“It was a mass of people all cheering and 

saying “Whoopee!” We walked right up 
to Leicester Square where everybody 
was kissing everybody and putting 

policemen’s helmets on their heads”. 
The Queen has said of that night, “I 

think it was one of the most 
memorable nights of my life”.

Queen Elizabeth’s memorable nightWWII: Who was fighting whom, and why?

During the war there 
were shortages of 
food because men 
were taken from the 
fields to fight, and 
routes bringing 
supplies into the country 
were often blocked. 

In January 1940, the 
Government introduced 
food rationing to ensure that 
everyone received their  
fair share of food despite  
the shortages. 

In the spring of 1945, as 
war appeared to be coming 
to an end in Europe, the 

Government began 
preparing for the country’s 
victory celebrations. In April, 
officials sent out suggestions 
to local authorities that 
included holding parties in 
local parks, putting up 
bunting, lighting 
searchlights and burning 
bonfires to make sure the 
celebrations were a success.

Preparing for  
the party
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On one side were a group of 
countries known as the Axis 
Powers, which included  
Germany, Italy and Japan. On  
the other side were the Allies. 
They included Britain, Australia, 
Canada, China, France, India,  
New Zealand and the US. 

The war started because 
Germany’s ruler, Adolf Hitler, 
wanted Germany to control 

Europe. On his orders, the German 
army invaded lots of countries. 

By 1943 Germany was starting 
to lose the war. On 7 May 1945, 
Germany surrendered.

Meanwhile, Japan wanted 
control of the Far East. The war in 
the Far East and the Pacific ended 
on 15 August 1945 when Japan 
surrendered. That date is called VJ 
Day or Victory over Japan Day.

DID YOU  
KNOW?  

London’s St Paul’s 

Cathedral held  10 services 

on VE Day giving thanks 

for peace. Thousands of 

people turned up to 

each service. 

The Second World War in 
Europe came to an end 71 
years ago this week. 

On the 8 May 1945, Victory in Europe Day, or  
VE Day, was declared. It marked the end of the 

Second World War in Europe, a terrible event that cost 
millions of lives and caused widespread destruction 
around the world. The war lasted for nearly six years 
from September 1939 until May 1945. On 8 May, it 
was finally over in Europe. Crowds filled the streets and 
huge celebrations were held across the country. The 
date is remembered every year in the UK.

What happened?
To mark the end of the war, parades, church 
services and street parties were held 
throughout the country, and colourful bunting 
and flags decorated villages, towns and cities. 
On VE Day, a lady called Nella Last wrote in 
her diary: “As if by magic, long ladders 
appeared, for putting up flags and streamers.” 

Although London had been bombed 
heavily during the war, many people flocked 
there to celebrate. Around 50,000 people from 
all over the country made it to Piccadilly Circus by 
midnight on VE Day. 

It was a day of mixed emotions. King George VI 
gave a radio address to the nation, to commemorate 
those who had died. “Let us remember the men in all 
the services, and the women in all the services, who 
have laid down their lives,” he said. The Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, made a speech on the 
radio announcing that the war was over, and 
declared a national holiday. “Long live the cause of 
freedom! God save the King,” he said. 

During the war, many homes had blackout curtains, which 
helped block out the light. Streetlights also had to be  

turned off. This was to prevent enemy planes from using 
the lights as guides to locate British cities in order to 

bomb them. On VE Day, landmarks across London such as 
the Houses of Parliament and 
Buckingham Palace were lit up once 
again. Searchlights were used to 

create a “V” sign, which stood 
for victory, in the air by  

St Paul’s Cathedral. 

V for victory

DID YOU KNOW?VE Day 1945 was the 61st birthday of Harry S. Truman, the president of the US at that time. He described the Germany’s surrender as “some birthday  present”.
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