
 

TEAM WORK

“Are we still allowed to play in the Euros?”
A. Yes. However, it may be harder for players from 
EU countries to join football teams in Britain, or for 
British players to join European teams, in the future.

“Will anyone help us if there’s a war?”
A. Yes. Britain is a member of Nato – a group of  
28 countries that work together to protect the 
freedom and security of its members. Nato 
countries include many EU members such as 
Belgium, France, Germany and Spain along  
with the US and Canada. 

All about BrexitAll about Brexit

As politicians try to work out what happens next,  
we answer some of your questions about Brexit. 

 
“When will we stop paying 
money to the EU?”
Britain will remain a member of 
the EU for at least another two 
years so, for the time being, we 
will continue to pay our share.

“Now we’re leaving the EU, 
will things get more expensive?” 
The referendum result will almost certainly cause 
the prices of some things – such as petrol, food and 
clothes – to go up. As the pound is now worth less 
than it was before the referendum, the UK will have 
to spend more to buy goods from other countries. 
The Petrol Retailers Association 
predicts that the price of 
petrol will rise by up to 3p 
per litre within a week. 
Whether this will affect 
your pocket money 
remains to be seen  
– it might not  
be the best time  
to ask for a raise.

“Why has the value of the pound  
gone down? ”
The value of most currencies fluctuates (goes up and 

down) over time. There are many reasons for this, 
but the main one is supply of currency versus 

demand for currency. When the referendum 
results were announced, lots of businesses 
were worried what might happen next in 
Britain and didn’t want to spend money 
here. This uncertainty resulted in a reduced 

demand for British currency (fewer people, 
companies and countries wanted it), so the 

pound has less value. When demand is higher – 
for example when businesses are more confident in 
Britain’s plans for Brexit – or supply is lower, its value 
will go up again. Although it is unusual for values to 
change so dramatically, some experts think that 
Brexit could eventually make Britain better off. 

MONEY

“Will I get a stamp in my 
passport when we go to 
France on holiday this year?”
No. Until Britain formally leaves the 
EU, people with UK passports will 
continue to be able to travel to the 
other member countries with no 
need for any additional checks or 
paperwork. No one knows exactly 
how travel will be affected when we 
do eventually leave. It’s likely that 
many people will still be able to travel, study and 
work in other countries, but it may be more 
expensive and harder to get permission to 
do so. How difficult and how expensive it 
is will depend on what new rules the 
UK Government agrees with EU 
leaders over the next two years.

TRAVEL

“Why did politicians lie about the  
£350million going to the NHS?” 
Official posters for the Vote Leave campaign claimed 
this sum of money (the amount it said Britain paid 
each week to the EU) could be spent on the National 
Health Service (NHS) instead. It was even written  

on the side of the bus 
that Vote Leave 

campaigners used 
to travel around 

the country.

It was a bold statement that Vote Leave campaigners 
hoped would make people vote for them. During  
the campaign the group was accused of being 
“misleading” by the UK Statistics Authority. In fact, 
Britain gives the EU much less money than Vote  
Leave claimed. Vote Leave has now said that giving 
the NHS all the money was just an “aspiration” rather 
than a promise. A lot of people are angry with Vote 
Leave for giving them false information but, unless 
there is another referendum, it is too late to do 
anything about it.

TRUST

Thank you to everyone who sent us their questions, including Aminah, Charlie, George, Issie, Jacob, Poppy and all the parents who sent questions on their children’s behalf.

WORD OF 
THE WEEK

The word ‘currency’ 

describes the system of 

money that a country 

uses. For example UK 

pounds, US dollars 

and Euros.

REGREXIT
This new word 

combines the words regret 

and Brexit. It describes how 

some people now feel about 

voting for Britain to leave the 

EU. When two words  

are combined like this, it 

is called a portmanteau

 word.

BRITISH 
EXIT 

Brexit is a combination 

of the words British 

and exit, and describes 

Britain leaving 

the EU.

What does leaving t he EU mean for you?

BRITS  
ABROAD

At the moment, 

around 1.3 million 

British people live 

and work in other 

EU countries.

 
Approximate value of £1 before 
and after the referendum.*

23 June 24 June 27 June 28 June

$1.49

$1

£1 = 
$1.4877

£1 = 
$1.3679

£1 = 
$1.3225

£1 = 
$1.3345

“What happens now?”
No country has ever left the European Union (EU), so it’s impossible to know 
exactly what will happen, or how long it will take. The process will begin when 
Britain officially tells the European Council that it intends to leave the EU. From the 
date of that announcement, Britain will have up to two years to work out new rules 
for working with EU countries. For now, most things will remain the same.

Petrol prices 
may rise.

There are no 
changes to 

travel – for now.

England can 
still play in 
the Euros.

The Vote Leave “battle bus”.

*Source: bloomberg.com
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“Will we have to move?”
There are more than three million people from other  
EU countries living in the UK, and many of them are 
worried that Brexit means they’ll have to return to 
their country of origin. Before the referendum the 
Vote Leave campaign said: “There will be no change 
for EU citizens already lawfully resident in the UK.” 
Some immigration experts have suggested that this 
won’t necessarily be the case, however nothing will 
change immediately. In the future it may be more 
difficult for migrants to settle in the UK, as the Vote 
Leave campaign promised to find ways to control  
the numbers of people coming to the country in 
search of work. London mayor Sadiq Khan told 
Europeans living and working in the capital city,  
“You are welcome here.”

“Will it now be more difficult for my  
family to move to Spain?”
For now, British people will continue to be able to 
move to other EU countries, although it may be  
more expensive than before the referendum. This  
is because the pound is now worth less, so it will  
cost more to live and travel in Europe. Once Britain 
has left the EU it could become more difficult for 
Britons to move to another European country.
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