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All about Christmas toys
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1928
THE YO-YO 

The yo-yo has been around for more 
than 2,500 years. In fact, it is the second 

oldest toy in the world, after the doll. It didn’t 
become popular until Pedro Flores founded 
the Yo-yo Manufacturing Company in 1928. 
Demand was so high in its first year that the 

company was producing 
more than 300,000 

yo-yos a day.

1943
SLINKY 

A mechanical engineer, Richard James, 
invented the Slinky by accident. He was 
testing springs to see if they could keep 

sensitive equipment steady at sea, when he 
accidently knocked one over. Instead of falling 

to a heap on the floor, the spring “walked” 
down to the ground. The first 400 sold out in 

minutes in a US toy shop in 1943.

2009
ZHU ZHU PETS 
Cheap and cheerful, Zhu 

Zhu Pets were little battery-
powered hamsters that zoomed 
around. At only £10 each, they 
were the perfect gift in 2009 

because the UK was going through a 
financial crisis. This meant that many 

people didn’t have a lot of money 
to spend on presents.   

2017 AND 
BEYOND

What will the best-selling toy of the 
future look like? Design your own and draw 

it in the space below.

1985
SYLVANIAN FAMILIES 
These tiny animal families were 

launched in Japan in 1985. The word 
sylvan is from Latin and means “from 
the wood or forest”. The toys 
are still popular and 

are sold in 45 
countries. 

1998
FURBY 

A cross between an owl and a hamster, 
these furry friends could speak “Furbish” and 
English and had 
a vocabulary of 

around 200 words. 
In the first two years, 

more than 15 million 
Furbys were sold. New 

versions of the toys 
have been released 

every year since 
then.

1996
POKÉMON CARDS 

Pokémon started life as a Game Boy 
game in 1996. The company went on to 

produce cards, films and TV 
shows. The cards were hugely 

popular and children would 
swap them in the playground. 

In 1996, a pack of 11 cards 
cost around £2, but single 

rare cards could fetch up 
to £30 online. 

1974
RUBIK’S CUBE 

Although the Rubik’s Cube is now 
named after its inventor Erno Rubik, its 

original name was the Magic Cube. Rubik took 
more than a month to solve his own puzzle, 

but today people can solve it much faster – the 
shortest time is 4.74 seconds. More than 400 
million have been sold worldwide, making 

it one of the best-selling toys of all time. 

1995
POGS

Pogs were cardboard discs with pictures 
on them. Each player had to put the same 

number of pogs in a stack next to each other. 
They’d then take it in turns to hit each other’s 

stacks with a metal disc called a slammer. If the 
pogs landed picture side up, the opposing player 

got to keep them. Pogs date back to a game 
called Menko, invented in Japan in the  

17th century. 

1960
ETCH A SKETCH 

Invented by French electrician, André 
Cassagnes, Etch A Sketch is a drawing board 
that works using static – the electricity that 

makes your hair stick up when you rub it with a 
balloon. The static electricity moves around metal 

aluminium powder, 
which is guided by 

horizontal and 
vertical rods, 
to create 

pictures. 

1996
TAMAGOTCHIS

Long before the first Hatchimal hatched 
there was another egg-shaped digital pet. 

Tamagotchis required their owners to feed, clean and 
play with them on a tiny screen. The record for keeping 

a Tamagotchi alive is thought to be 89 days. In 1997, some 
schools decided to ban Tamagotchis because students were 

too busy playing with them to focus on their lessons. 

With just over one week to go until Christmas, 
the shop windows are lit up and the high 

streets are filled with people doing their last-minute 
shopping. One toy that children are going crazy for 
this year is Hatchimals. If you haven’t already heard 
of them, Hatchimals are eggs that have magical 
creatures inside. 

Crazes don’t usually last for long, so try not to 
feel too disappointed if you don’t get what you want 
this year. Next year, people will be going wild for 
something else. To prove it, we’ve looked at some of 
the biggest toy crazes. Perhaps surprisingly, it is the 
simplest toys that have stood the test of time.

1959
BARBIE

After watching her daughter play with 
paper dolls, Ruth Handler decided to 

create the Barbie doll. When Barbie 
was first sold, it was hugely popular, 
but recently there has been criticism 

over the doll’s appearance. If Barbie were a 
real person, she wouldn’t be able to lift her 
head because her neck is too long and she 
is so thin that she would only have room 
for part of her intestine. Now you can 

buy Barbies with different body 
shapes and skin colours. 

1989
NINTENDO GAME BOY

When it was first 
released in 1989, the 

Game Boy was big and 
chunky with a black and 
white screen. In its first 
year, all 300,000 Game 
Boy consoles produced 

sold out and a further 
64 million were sold 

worldwide over the 
next 10 years.  

All about Christmas toys

Christmas crazes over the years
Ever wondered what toys grown-
ups were playing with when they 
were young? Here are some of 
the best-selling toys of all time.

schools.theweekjunior.co.uk schools.theweekjunior.co.uk

 ©
TH

E 
W

EE
K 

JU
N

IO
R,

 D
EN

N
IS

 P
UB

LI
SH

IN
G

. A
LL

 R
IG

HT
S 

RE
SE

RV
ED

.
Junior
SCHOOLS


