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On 1 October a week-long national holiday begins 
in China. Golden Week is celebrated every year 

at around the same time to mark the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China. This year’s Golden Week 
is special because it is its 70th anniversary. 
Ceremonies, firework displays and parades are 
planned across the country, and millions of people 
will travel to spend time with their families.

China’s National Day
China’s National Day is 1 October. It is the day on 
which, in 1949, Mao Zedong officially declared 
the formation of the People’s Republic of China. 
Chairman Mao, as he became known, made the 
announcement while waving a newly created 

national flag in front of 300,000 
people in Tiananmen Square, in 

the country’s capital Beijing. 
This event marked the end 

of a long civil war (a war 
between people who 
live in the same country). 

A new leader
Mao Zedong was the 

leader of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP), which won 

the civil war. Communism is a system in which, in 
theory, people do not own property. Instead, goods 
are owned by the public and are available to 
everyone as needed. Chairman Mao died in 1976. 
The CCP is still in power in China. 

A special holiday
The national celebrations were extended from one 
day to seven in 1999. It is China’s second Golden 
Week of the year. The first is in January or February 
and marks the start of the Chinese New Year. 

What happens during Golden Week?
Traditionally, the celebrations begin with the raising 
of the Chinese flag in Tiananmen Square. The flag 
ceremony is followed by a large parade involving  
the military. It is said that this year’s parade of 
China’s military and weapons will be the biggest 
ever – more than 12,000 soldiers are due to take 
part. The Chinese president, Xi Jinping, will be there 
to give a speech, and after the military parade, a 
firework display and a pageant have been planned, 
involving around 100,000 people. There are lots of 
other traditional Golden Week events and festivities 
taking place across the country, such as sporting 
contests and games. 

Family time
Many Chinese people use the seven-day holiday 
to meet up with family and spend time together. 
People visit amusement 
parks, head to the shops 
and go sightseeing, 
and there are special 
TV programmes 
that centre on the 
celebrations. Golden 
Week is also a very 
popular time for 
people to get married.

Time for travel
In 2017, about 705 million people travelled around 
China during Golden Week. With so many people 
on the move, visiting relatives or heading to 
celebrations, going anywhere in China can be tricky 
at this time of year. Locals have come to expect huge 
traffic jams, crowded trains and airports and long 
queues at tourist attractions such as the Great Wall 
of China. Golden Week is also when lots of Chinese 
people travel abroad, and in 2018, the UK was the 
most popular choice for Chinese holidaymakers. 

China in numbers 
1.4  billion people live 

in China. The 
country has the world’s largest population. 

9.5 million square 
kilometres 

make up the area of China. It is the world’s 
third largest country by area.

13,171 miles is the official length 
of the Great Wall of China. 

It is the largest man-made structure in the 
world, although only sections of it remain. 

3,915 is the length in miles of  
the Yangtze River – the 

longest river in Asia.

50% of all pigs on Earth live in China 
(roughly!). 

DID YOU  
KNOW?

In China, each year is 

represented by one of  

12 animals, and 2019 is  

the Year of the Pig.

This year’s event marks the 70th 
anniversary of the forming of the 
People’s Republic of China.China’s national holiday
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Chairman 
Mao

National Day 
decorations.

A national flag 
made from flowers.

Tourists turn 
out in Nanjing.

A Golden Week 
wedding in Beijing.

Celebrations in 
Shanghai.
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