
 

The world’s biggest toy company

1949 
Lego created the first 
Automatic Binding  
Bricks in four colours. 
They didn’t have the 
interlocking tubes on  
the inside, but they still 
work with modern bricks.

2000
Lego was named  
“Toy of the Century” by 
the British Association 
of Toy Retailers in 
2000, beating Barbie, 
Action Man and the 
teddy bear. 

1968
The first Legoland theme 
park opened in Billund, 
Denmark, in June 1968. 
The park was a miniature 
world of Lego models and 
more than 3,000 visitors 
came on the opening day.

2001
Jitter, a Lego robot, 
was built to collect 
rubbish using light 
sensors. It went to  
the International 
Space Station in  
2001 to help tidy up.

1975
The first Lego 
Minifigures, created 
in 1975, had no 
moveable arms or 
legs, and no faces. 
They didn’t get arms 
and legs until 1978.

2016
The world’s largest 
Lego store opened in 
London. It featured a 
model of Big Ben, 
which took six model 
builders nearly 3,000 
hours to construct. 

Brick by brick: The Lego story

Lego is one of the world’s most recognisable and 
successful toys. Its colourful blocks can be used to 

build almost anything. Using just six Lego bricks, there 
are more than 915 million possible combinations. 

This year Lego celebrated its 85th birthday.  
It’s a company that has grown from being a small 
family business to a global brand. As well as toys, 
Lego has created theme parks, superstores, TV 
shows and three Hollywood films, including The Lego 
Ninjago Movie, which will be in cinemas in October. 
There has even been a TV competition to find the 
nation’s best Lego builders.

Read on to find out how Lego became one of  
the world’s most popular toys.
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All about Lego All about Lego
Around 52,000 Lego bricks are made  
every minute. Find out how Lego became 
one of the most popular toys in the world.

The Danish carpenter Ole Kirk Kristiansen 
opened a woodwork shop in Billund, Denmark, 
with his 12-year-old son Godtfred in 1932. The 
shop made wooden ladders, stools and toys. 
He named the shop Lego in 1934, from the 
Danish words leg godt meaning “play well”.  
The company had just six employees in 1934, 
but quickly grew to more than 40 by 1943. It 
was the toys that brought the most success. 
When the first bricks were created in 1949 
they were very popular. The business, which is 
still owned by the same family, was named 
the world’s most powerful brand earlier this 
year, beating companies including Disney 
and Google. Find out more about Lego in 
this short video made to celebrate their 
85th anniversary at tinyurl.com/TWJ-lego

To get a job at Lego, 
there’s one skill you 
need above all else: 
you’ve got to love 
playing with Lego. Erik 
Varszegi probably has 
one of the most 
interesting jobs at 
Lego. He is known 
as a master builder, 
and he is one of 
only seven in the world. 
He has built everything 
from a five-metre-long 
Batmobile to a life-size Star 
Wars X-wing starfighter jet. 
Varszegi reckons he learns 
something new every day: 
“There’ll always be a new piece, 
new colours – and endless ways 
to put them together,” he says.

A growing craze 

Master builder

Three crazy creations

BIG TOY 
Lego released its biggest 

set on 13 September. The 

new Star Wars Millennium 

Falcon has a whopping 

7,500 pieces. 

AROUND-THE-
WORLD FUN

Laid end to end, all the Lego 

bricks sold in one year could 

reach around the world 

24 times.

World’s tallest 
Lego tower
Standing at  
a gigantic 35 
metres, the tallest 
structure built with 
interlocking bricks 
was created by 
Lego Italia in 2015. 
It took 18,000 
workers five days 
to build, and is 
made up of around 
550,000 bricks.

These brilliant bricks can create 
almost anything. Here are three 
super structures.

Woolly mammoth 
Created for a special Ice Age 
exhibition at ExCeL in London in 
2015, this Lego woolly mammoth 
was made out of 400,000 bricks. 
The masterpiece took the Lego 
builders nine weeks to finish.

McLaren 720S
The real McLaren 720S is a 
supercar with a top speed of 
around 212 mph, but the Lego 
version is made from 280,000 
bricks. The lifesize Lego car 
weighs a whopping 1.6 tonnes.

ON SCREENThe Lego Movie was the first  
film to be made by Lego and 

Warner Bros. All the Lego pieces 
in the 2014 film were created 
digitally – there was a total of 3,863,484 pieces. 
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