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On 9 November, Germans will celebrate a historic 
anniversary. It is 30 years since the Berlin Wall, a 

border of concrete, barbed wire and armed guards that 
separated East and West Germany, came down. 
Germany was reunited, as it had been before the 
Second World War. The barrier stood for 28 years, 
during which time families were split up and people 
trying to reach the other side could be arrested or even 
shot. Its fall also marked the end of Communism in East 
Germany. Communism is a political system where the 
government controls everything and everything is 
meant to be shared based on each person’s needs. 

Why was the wall built?
After the end of the Second World War in 1945, 
Germany, one of the countries that lost the war, was 
divided into four zones. Each zone was occupied by 
armies from some of the Allied countries (the nations 
that defeated Germany): Britain, France, the US and 
the Soviet Union (the name for a collection of eastern 
European countries led by Russia). It was decided 
that the German capital city of Berlin – which was 
within the Soviet-controlled zone, East Germany – 
should also be divided into four zones. Over time, the 
Soviet Union and the other Allies became enemies.
 Life in West Germany was easier than in East 
Germany, where there were shortages of basic goods 
and not much freedom. As a result, many people 
tried to leave East Germany. On the night of 13 
August 1961, without warning, East German soldiers 
put up barbed-wire fences around West Berlin. 
Wherever you slept that night is where you had to 
stay – crossing the border was no longer allowed. 
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The fall of the Berlin Wall

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

A piece of the wall is now 

housed in a Las Vegas 

casino toilet.

A father and son riding 
alongside the wall.

Paintings on sections  
of the remaining wall.

The building 
of the wall.

People in West Berlin 
look over the new wall.

Find out about an important moment that changed history.

How did the wall affect life in Berlin?
It had a huge effect on everyday life. Many people 
had jobs or family on the other side of the city that 
they could no longer reach. For the people who lived 
in East Germany, life under Communism was very 
difficult; items such as cars, televisions and cotton 
clothes were difficult to get hold of. East Germans 
were also ruled over by the Stasi – the secret police 
who made sure everyone followed the rules of 
Communism. Between 1961 and 1989, around 
5,000 Germans crossed the wall; another 5,000 were 
captured while trying to escape; and at least 90 
people were killed by soldiers while trying to cross.

The fall of the wall
By 1989, people across East Germany were holding 
protests against the border. On 9 November, an 
East German government official announced in 
public that people could move freely through all 
border checkpoints. At first, people didn’t believe 
him, but once they realised he was telling the truth, 
jubilant crowds began smashing the wall down with 
pickaxes and hammers. Germany was reunited in 
1990. This also signalled the end of Russia’s control 
over eastern Europe; the Soviet Union split up and 
became 15 separate countries in 1991, changing the 
map of Europe.

The wall today
Today, not much of the wall remains. Most of it was 
pulled down in 1990, smashed into rubble and used 
to fill roads. You can see a section of the original 
border from an observation tower you can climb at 
the Berlin Wall Documentation Centre. There are also 
bits of the wall here and there in Berlin, and you can 
join tours to see the most significant parts. The most 
famous section is a one-mile stretch, known as the 
East Side Gallery, where artists have painted murals 
on the original wall. 

What is Checkpoint Charlie?
There were places along the wall 
where certain people could cross. 
Checkpoint Charlie is the most 
famous, and it still stands today in 
Berlin. It was used by people who 
were allowed to cross from one 
side to the other, such as official 
workers and some foreign 
travellers. Checkpoint Charlie is 
now one of the most popular 
tourist spots in the city. Citizens celebrate the 

opening of the border.

WOW!
A section of the 

wall that had been 

covered by bushes was 

discovered in 2018.

Citizens help 
dismantle the wall.

Guards from the 
US, UK and France.


