
All of these headlines have been reported in the news but not all are 
true stories. Can you separate fact from fiction? Mark an X if you think a 
story is fake. Answers at the bottom of the page. DAILY FAKE

BOATY MCBOATFACE WINS POLL TO NAME POLAR RESEARCH VESSEL

POPE FRANCIS SHOCKS THE  WORLD WHEN HE ENDORSES TRUMP FOR PRESIDENT 

THERESA MAY SAYS SHE DOESN’T AGREE WITH DONALD TRUMP’S TRAVEL BAN

MAN IN HOSPITAL AFTER HE 
WAS MUGGED BY SQUIRRELS

HARAMBE, A GORILLA,  
GOT OVER 15,000 VOTES FOR 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

DAILY FAKE
DONALD 
TRUMP SAYS 
REPUBLICANS 
ARE DUMB 
VOTERS 

All about fake news

Was the president of the US, Donald Trump, born in Pakistan? 
No, he wasn’t, but if you believe everything you read in the 

news then you might think he was. This is an example of a fake 
news story – a story that isn’t true. Because of the internet, more 
and more false news stories are appearing every day, and it can 
be hard to work out what’s true and what’s not. A new survey 
conducted for Channel 4 found that only 4% of people can tell the 
difference between real and fake stories. 

Fake news became particularly serious around the time of the US 
election, held in November last year. Some people believe that false 
stories influenced how people voted in the election, helping the 
Republican candidate, Donald Trump, beat his rival, Hillary Clinton. 

All about fake news

Deliberately fake
During the US election, a story was spread 
online that Hillary Clinton, who ran against 
Trump, was paying actors to protest at Trump’s 
rallies. However, the story was made up. Lots of 
people turned up to protest at Trump’s rallies 
but none of them were paid. Spoof news

A website reported that scientists have 
developed an extra-sloppy peach. It has to be 
eaten over the sink because it is so juicy. These 
types of stories are from websites that publish 
untrue, silly stories to make people laugh. 
People usually know that they aren’t true. 

 Unintentionally fake
“Man marries a 10ft cobra”. This 
was a story reported by the Daily 
Mirror – a UK newspaper. However, 
after contacting the man, the BBC 
discovered that the story wasn’t true. 
The Daily Mirror said it didn’t know it 

was fake when they printed 
it. A few other newspapers 
also published the story. 
They didn’t realise it was 
false either. The Daily Mirror 
has now removed the story.

Fake news is the term given 
to false or misleading news 
stories that trick you into 
believing they are true. 
They’ve been around since 
the first printing press was 
created in the 1430s.

There are three types of 
fake news: the first is news 
that people have purposely 
written to misinform you. 
These stories are lies. The 
second is spoof news. 
These are stories that aren’t 
true but are written in a 
funny way to make you 
laugh, and most people 

know they are not true. 
The third is unintentionally 
false news. These are fake 
news stories that have been 
published by newspapers 
or online by mistake. 

People post fake news for 
one of two reasons. The 
first is to change people’s 
minds about something, 
for example, to get people 
to vote in a particular way. 
Another is to get people 
to click on stories so the 
website gets more money 

from advertisers, whose 
adverts appear on the same 
page as the story. The more 
views the article gets, the 
more money the advertisers 
have to pay. These stories 
are known as clickbait.

Why is it so serious?
People who post fake 
news are trying to mislead 
you. This is bad because 
they are presenting false 
information as if it were 
true. Fake news takes 
away your freedom to 
make up your own mind 
based on the facts. 

What is fake news?

Who writes fake news? 

Three different types of fake news

The internet makes it easier for anyone, 
anywhere, to publish fake news stories. Lots 
of these stories are then shared millions of 
times on social media. Companies, including 
Facebook and Google, are now promising 
to take down fake news stories from their 
websites, and alert users to stories that may 
not be true. The head of Apple, Tim Cook, says 
technology companies must create tools to 
help users, and the BBC has announced that 
it will hire a team of fact-checkers to check all 
its stories are completely true. 

What’s being done?
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Fake news stories can be really harmful, so how can we tell the difference between  what’s real and what’s rubbish?
Fact or fiction: Can you tell what’s true?

THE WEEK 
JUNIOR

Here at The Week Junior, every story 

that we write is checked and checked 

again to make sure all of the facts are 

correct. We only use reliable sources 

and have a dedicated team of fact-

checkers and sub-editors to make 

sure what we write is completely 

trustworthy.

Knowing what’s fact and what’s fiction can be 
difficult. Here are a few ways you can check. 

1Double-check the 
URL – the web 

address. Some websites 
will try to mimic real 
news websites but their 
URL will be slightly 

2Check if any other 
reliable news 

websites, such as the 
BBC, are also covering 
the story. If they’re not, it 
could be fake.

3   Thinking caps on: 
think about what 

you’re reading and 
ask yourself whether 
someone might have 
made it up.

4Share responsibly. 
Don’t share a news 

story on social media 
unless you’re positive  
it’s true. Make sure it is 
from a trusted source.

5 If you’re still 
unsure, talk to an 

adult about the story. 
Remember not to 
believe everything that 
you read.

Spotting fake news

ANSWERS: 1 True 2 False 3 False 4 False 5 True 
6 False 7 True

DID YOU 
KNOW?

A survey conducted in 

2016 found that 28% 

of young people used 

social media as their main 

source of news. 
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Trump.
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