
All about space exploration

GOLD DISK
Aboard the Voyager 1 
is a golden disk which 
contains information 

about life on Earth in case 
the spacecraft is found 
by alien life forms. The 

disk has 115 images, natural 
sounds and greetings in more 

than 55 different  
languages.  
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A trip through 
time and space
The history of space travel is filled with unforgettable 
moments and daring missions into the great unknown.

With reusable rockets now a reality and 
exciting plans for space tourism well under 

way, the future of space exploration is a hot topic. 
It’s also the subject of a new exhibition at the 
National Maritime Museum in London: Above and 
Beyond takes visitors on a journey into the past to 
explore the incredible history of space flight, and 
gives an exciting glimpse of the future. 

Our extraterrestrial timeline marks some of the 
biggest milestones in space-travel history… 

1957
The Soviet Union (now 

Russia) launched the first ever 
satellite – the name for an artificial 

object in orbit – called Sputnik I in 1957. 
This marked the beginning of the space 
race between the Soviet Union and the 
US. The space race was a competition 

between the two powerful 
nations, to see which could 

be the first to reach 
space. 

1961 
The first person in space 

was the Russian astronaut 
Yuri Gagarin. His spacecraft, the 
Vostok 1, completed one orbit of 

Earth before heading 
back around two 

hours after 
launch.

1969 
On 20 July 1969, US 

astronauts Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin took the 

first steps on the Moon, an 
amazing achievement for 

humanity. An estimated 600 
million people around the 
world watched the event on 

their televisions. Armstrong 
famously said, “That’s one small 

step for (a) man, one giant leap 
for mankind”.

1971 
After Armstrong and 

Aldrin’s landing, there were 
many other manned missions to 

the Moon. US astronauts on the 
Apollo missions used a Lunar 

Roving Vehicle or moon buggy, 
to travel across the Moon’s 

surface. It had a top speed 
of eight mph. 

1986 
One of the biggest tragedies 

in space history was the Space 
Shuttle Challenger mission. All 

seven astronauts were killed 
shortly after launch due to 

a fuel-system failure. Nasa 
grounded all missions for 
the next three years and 

this incident reminded 
the world of the 

dangers of space 
travel. 

2000 
The largest human-

made object in space is the 
International Space Station (ISS). 
This is a giant laboratory where 

astronauts can conduct tests on the 
human body in a zero-gravity 

environment. Astronauts 
have been living 

there since 
2000. 

1963 
Russian astronaut 
Valentina Tereshkova 

was the first woman 
in space. She now 

has a crater on the 
moon named 
after her. 

DID 
YOU KNOW?
The first insects to be 

launched into space were 
fruit flies, in 1947. Fruit flies are 

remarkably similar to humans – they 
have lots of the same disease-causing 

genes as we do, so they can help 
scientists learn how diseases 

work in space. They were 
supplied with corn to keep 

them going until they 
landed safely back  

on Earth.

2014 
On 12 November 2014, the 

world watched in amazement 
as the European Space Agency 

successfully landed its tiny washing 
machine-sized Philae lander on a comet. 

The landing had to be very precise, so 
the Philae lander only travelled at 

2.2mph. Scientists were able to 
gather valuable information 

about the structure of 
the comet. 

SPACE 
ELEVATORS

Instead of blasting off into space 
in a rocket, you could one day be 

shooting up in a giant elevator. This 
might seem a little crazy – some experts 
believe the structure would have to be 

62,000 miles long – more than twice Earth’s 
circumference – and support its own weight. 

However, there are some scientists who 
believe it can be done. A major Japanese 

construction company has announced 
plans to build one by 2050.

2030 
The next goal is to send 

astronauts to Mars in the 2030s. 
Exploration of the Red Planet will 
help scientists learn more about 

our own planet and help us answer 
one of the humanity’s most 
important questions: does  

life exist beyond  
Earth? 

2012 
In August 2012, Voyager 1, 

which was launched in 1977, left  
our solar system and entered 

interstellar space. This is the place 
where the Sun’s flow of material and 
its magnetic field stop affecting its 

surroundings. The spacecraft has 
now become the most distant 

human-made object in 
space.

The 
International 
Space Station.

The Challenger 
Space Shuttle 
breaks up just 
over a minute 
after launch.

Buzz Aldrin walks 
on the Moon. 

Voyager 1.

Mars.

1991 
The first British 

astronaut in space 
was Helen Sharman. She won a 

competition and spent 18 months 
training intensively before her mission. 

She spent eight days aboard the Mir 
Russian space station. Before she 

went to space, she worked for 
the company that made 

Mars bars. 

schools.theweekjunior.co.uk schools.theweekjunior.co.uk

 ©
TH

E 
W

EE
K 

JU
N

IO
R,

 D
EN

N
IS

 P
UB

LI
SH

IN
G

. A
LL

 R
IG

HT
S 

RE
SE

RV
ED

.
Junior
SCHOOLS


