
On 27 January, millions of people 
around the world will mark Holocaust 

Memorial Day. On this day, people will 
pause to remember one of the most 
terrible events in human history. 

The Holocaust was the mass killing of 
six million Jewish men, women and children 
and millions of other people leading up to, and 
during, the Second World War. 

The Holocaust happened in parts of Europe 
between 1941 and 1945. It was carried out by 
the German Nazi party, led by Adolf Hitler. It’s 
remembered on 27 January because this is when 
troops from the Soviet Union (led by what is now 
Russia) entered a camp in 1945 called Auschwitz, 
in Poland. There they found prisoners in appalling 
conditions, many of them sick and starving. They, and 
others across Europe, were freed. 

The theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day 
is “How can life go on?” It encourages us to think 
about how people can rebuild their lives after awful 
experiences. It’s an opportunity to talk about the 
Holocaust, to make sure it is never repeated.

The British government helped arrange  
for thousands of mostly Jewish children to 
escape Germany. This became known  
as the Kindertransport. Kinder means children 
in German. Around 10,000 children were sent 
from their homes to the UK where they could 
be safe from the Nazis. 
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Remembering the Holocaust 
We learn about this terrible 
event to make sure it 
never happens again. 

Survivors visit 
Auschwitz on 

Holocaust Memorial 
Day in 2014.

A visitor 
remembers the 

people who died 
at Auschwitz.The Holocaust took place during the Second World 

War (1939–1945). On one side of the war were the 
Allies, which included Australia, Canada, China, 
France, New Zealand, the Soviet Union, the UK  
and the US. On the other side were the Axis 
powers: Germany, Italy and Japan. Germany 
wanted control over Europe and Japan wanted 
control over eastern Asia.

Life in Germany was terrible for Jewish people 
in the 1930s. Jewish synagogues (places 
of worship) were burnt to the ground, and 
Jewish shop windows were smashed. Jews 
were forced to wear yellow stars so non-
Jews could identify and avoid them. Jewish 
children were banned from going to school, 
keeping pets or riding bicycles. 

Today, Germany is a peaceful country where many 
Jews happily live. There are believed to be around 
150,000 Jews living in Berlin, Germany’s capital, 
today – which means Berlin has the fastest-
growing Jewish population in Europe. 

In 1933 Adolf Hitler became leader of the German 
Nazi party and eventually leader of Germany. 
Germany was a poor country at the time. The 
Nazi party started making books, posters and 
films that portrayed Jews as less important than 
other people. 
Many Germans 
started to unfairly 
blame them for 
the problems in 
Germany. Things 
quickly started 
to get a lot 
worse.

The Second World War

What was life like for Jews?

Why did Hitler do this?

The camps Germany today

How did the Holocaust begin? 

Anne Frank was a Jewish girl who was forced 
into hiding to escape the Nazis during the Second 
World War. She lived in secret rooms hidden 
behind a bookcase in Amsterdam for two years, 
along with seven other people. While there, Anne 
wrote down all her thoughts and feelings in her 
diary before she was discovered by the Nazis and 
taken to a concentration camp. Anne was just 15 
years old when she died in the Bergen-Belsen 
camp in Germany. When the war was over, Anne’s 
father Otto Frank decided to publish her diary. 
It has now been translated into 67 languages 
and more than 30 million copies have been sold 
worldwide. Her diary has inspired millions of 
people around the world because of her hope and 
optimism even in the darkest times.  

The diary of a young girl

Jews were forced 
to wear yellow stars 

to identify them.

A memorial to 
the Holocaust 

in Berlin.

Head to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s 
website for more information. You can find  
it at hmd.org.uk. Or you could head to the 
BBC’s excellent resource, to find out more:  
bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175

FInd out more

Adolf Hitler 

The Nazis were racists. This means they believed 
they were superior (more important) than any 
other race of people. They wanted to get rid of 
anyone who wasn’t like them. Hitler also attacked 
disabled people, homosexuals (people who 
love someone of the same gender), journalists, 
politicians, Slavs (people who speak the Slavic 
languages) and Romani people.

In 1940, Hitler began to build huge camps  
where he sent Jewish people. The camps were 
crowded, dirty, smelly and riddled with diseases. 
In some of the camps, people were starved and 
forced to work until they died. In other camps, 
prisoners were killed in gas chambers. The 
biggest camp was called Auschwitz in Poland, 
where millions of people died. Today it is an 
important memorial. There were also camps  
in Austria, Latvia and Ukraine. 

Anne Frank’s 
writing still 

inspires people. 

G
ET

TY
 IM

AG
ES

 · 
RE

X 
SH

UT
TE

RS
TO

CK
 · 

RE
UT

ER
S 

· ©
TH

E 
W

EE
K 

JU
N

IO
R,

 D
EN

N
IS

 P
UB

LI
SH

IN
G

. A
LL

 R
IG

HT
S 

RE
SE

RV
ED

.

Jewish children 
arrive in Britain. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Judaism is a world faith. 

Today it has more than 

14 million followers 

worldwide. 

“I feel the suffering 

of millions. And yet, 

when I look up at the sky, I 

somehow feel that everything 

will change for the better, 

that this cruelty too shall end, 

that peace and tranquillity 

will return once more.” 

From the diary of Anne Frank

DID YOU 
KNOW?

The traditional Jewish 

word for the Holocaust 

is Shoah, which means 

catastrophe.

LET’S TALKIf you have been upset by anything you have read, remember to talk to an adult or a teacher. Talking about it will make you feel better. 
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