
 

Also known as the Palace of 
Westminster, this is one of the 

world’s most famous buildings. Located 
beside the River Thames in London, it 
is the place where the Government and 
Members of Parliament meet to  
decide how to run the country. It’s 
where they discuss important topics, 
such as healthcare, the environment, 
crime and education, and decide to 
make new laws. 

The original building was a royal 
residence. It was built more than 900 
years ago but had to be rebuilt in 1840, 
after a huge fire in 1834. The new 
building was designed by the famous 
architects, Charles Barry and Augustus 
Pugin. The Houses of Parliament 
haven’t changed much since 1870.  
The building is beginning to show its 
age – the roofs leak and some of the 
toilets don’t work. 

The Houses of  
Parliament are  
where all the big 
decisions are made.

Get inside this amazing  old building
What is a peer?
Members of the House of Lords 
are known as peers. The men 
are called lords and the women 
are called baronesses. Some are 
chosen because they are experts  
in subjects such as science,  
business and education; others 
inherit the titles from their parents.

UK Government 

1. The House of Commons
The House of Commons is where 
Members of Parliament (MPs) go to 
debate issues, suggest new laws, 
change existing laws and discuss 
what the Government is doing  
well and what it could change.  
Every MP represents an area –  
or constituency – of the United 
Kingdom. An MP’s main job is to 
represent the opinions of people in 
their constituency in Parliament.

2. The House of Lords
The House of Lords is the second 
chamber of Parliament. It is made 
up of around 800 members known 
as peers. They are appointed by 
the Queen at the Prime Minister’s 
request. The House of Lords’ job 
is to double-check any new laws, 
to make sure they are fair and will 
work. Before a new law is passed, it 
must be approved by the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords. 

3. The Monarch 
The current monarch is the Queen. 
In the past, kings and queens made 
the laws, but today these are made 
by MPs and members of the House 
of Lords. The Queen is unlikely to 
disagree with their decisions – in fact, 
the last time a monarch refused to 
approve a new law was more than 
300 years ago. The Queen meets the 
Prime Minister every week to discuss 
what’s happening in Parliament. 
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Who is the Speaker?
The Speaker does not belong to 
any political party. He chairs  
the debates and discussions 
between the Government and  
the Opposition and keeps the 
House of Commons in order.  
John Bercow is the current  
Speaker of the House of Commons.

The Speaker stops 
debates getting 
out of hand

Our Parliament is made up of three parts: the House of Commons, the House of Lords and the Monarch 
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT  
All 650 MPs are voted in by the 
public and they each represent a 
political party. After an election, 
the party with the most MPs voted 
into the House of Commons forms 
the Government. The other MPs are 
the Opposition. The Government 
is currently made up of MPs from 
the Conservative Party. The leader 
of that party is David Cameron 
and he is the Prime Minister. 

DID YOU KNOW?  
The seats in the 
House of Commons 
are green and the 
seats in the House  
of Lords are red.

DID YOU KNOW?  
Big Ben is the name 
of the bell inside 
the clock tower. The 
tower is called the 
Elizabeth Tower.

Victoria Tower
The Parliamentary Archives are 
stored here

Elizabeth Tower 
The home of the bell Big Ben

House of Commons Chamber
MPs go here to debate

House of Lords Chamber
The Lords meet here to double 
check the new laws

All about the Houses of Parliament All about the Houses of Parliament

WHAT? 
In the past, MPs took 

their swords to work 

with them. Every coat 

hanger in the Houses 

of Parliament still 

has a purple ribbon 

attached to it, so 

MPs can secure their 

swords. 

WOW!
There are 100 staircases, 

more than 1,000 rooms and 

nearly five kilometres of 

passages in the Houses  

of Parliament. 
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