
Take a look inside the Tube
More than 150 years ago this month, on 10 

January 1863, the world’s first underground 
railway opened in London. The Metropolitan Railway, 
the first line of the network to be built, stopped at just 
six stations between Paddington and Farringdon, yet 
it changed the way we think about transport forever. 

The birth of the London Underground was an 
astounding feat of engineering that paved the way 
for businesses and tourism to flourish in the capital 
city, and many other countries have copied London’s 
system. Today, the network, nicknamed the Tube, 
has 270 stations on 11 lines that connect the furthest 
corners of the city.

 

There are big plans for the London Underground 
network, including new lines and new designs.  
In 2016, five lines will be open all through the 
night on Fridays and Saturdays.

Designs for a new type of train have been 
developed. The trains will carry more people, to  
help keep London’s rapidly growing population 
moving around. The trains will be driverless but  
there will be an operator on board to make sure 
that everything is ok, as they do on London’s 
Docklands Light Railway. 

Engineers have had lots of ideas for improving 
– or even replacing – the London Underground. 
One of them is an underground “travelator”, a 
moving pavement that would replace the whole 
of the Circle Line, with three speeds to let people 
get on and off safely. It’s been suggested that the 
fastest speed would be 15kph.

Speeding into the future 

The Tube in numbers

 

The man who first dreamt up a network of 
tube-like trains zooming beneath the streets 
of London was Charles Pearson. In 1845, he 
proposed “trains in drains” but not everyone 
was convinced that it would be a good idea. 
The Times newspaper described it as “an insult 
to common sense”, and said that people would 
not want to travel through the darkness and the 
“foul subsoil of London”. It was wrong – on its 
opening day the first underground trains carried 
about 40,000 people.  

It took another 50 years for most of the 
stations to be built, and the network is still 
growing. It is currently 402km long and between 
2013 and 2014, it carried 1.26 billion passengers 
around the city. Each year the network’s trains 
travel more than 76 million km – that’s half the 
distance to the Sun!

Trains in drains

A journey through history  

The capital city’s historic transport system  
is celebrating its birthday this week. 
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ROMAN 
REMAINS 

About 20 Roman skulls 
were found six metres below 

Liverpool Street Station in 2013, by 
workers building the new Crossrail 

underground railway line. The 
skulls are thought to belong to 

soldiers who were killed 
in 61 AD.

4

2

LOST 
PROPERTY 

Items that have been left 
behind by passengers on the 

Underground include:  
 a coffin, a samurai sword, 
a stuffed puffer fish and 

a human skull. 

60m 
The longest escalator, 
which is at Angel station

1863
The first ever Tube 
trains were powered 
by steam. Deep-
level trains powered 
by electricity only 
started in 1890. 

1940–1945
Around 177,000 people 
used Underground 
stations for shelter 
each night during the 
Second World War to 
escape the bombing. 

1906
The Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway 
opened, but the 
name was so long a 
newspaper nicknamed 
it “the Bakerloo”.

1908
The world-famous red 
circle logo, called the 
roundel, first appeared 
on platforms. The 
one used today was 
designed in 1913. 

2011
Famous opera singer 
Katherine Jenkins 
dressed up in a wig 
and sang at Leicester 
Square tube station. 
She earned £10! 

58.5m  
The deepest station,  
which is Hampstead

33kph  
The average speed of  
a train

430  
The total number of 
escalators

3
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GHOSTLY 
GOINGS ON

People claim to have seen 
ghosts in many of the stations. 
Some people say that King’s 
Cross houses the ghost of a 

well-dressed woman 
with her arms 
outstretched. 
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NASTY 
NIPPERS

Mosquitoes in the 
Underground have developed 

into a new species. Biologists have 
called them Culex pipiens molestus, 
because they are known for their 

ravenous biting. They will bite 
mice, rats, dogs and even 

passengers. 
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The London Underground 
can be hotter than the 

maximum legal temperature 
for transporting cattle. In 

summer the heat can 
soar past 30°C.

5 TOP 
TEMPERATURE

Find out more about London Underground’s 
amazing history at the London Transport Museum 
ltmuseum.co.uk

All about the London Undergound All about the London Undergound

WOW! 
There are 49 abandoned  

ghost stations on the Tube 

system. These are either not 

in use or were started but 

never finished. 

1969 
The Queen opened 
the Victoria Line 
and took a ride on 
a train. She was the 
first monarch ever to 
travel on the Tube.

Children sleep 
between the 
tracks in WW2.
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