
All about the Titanic

 
What was it like on the Titanic?

It was the largest passenger ship the world had 
ever seen and became known as one of history’s 

most famous disasters. More than 100 years ago this 
week, on 10 April 1912, RMS Titanic set sail from 
Southampton, carrying about 2,220 passengers on its 
very first voyage to New York.

In 1912, aeroplanes were not yet able to carry lots 
of passengers or fly for long distances, so travelling by 
ship was still the best way to get from Europe to the US. 
Some people on the Titanic wanted to start a new life 
in the US, and others came simply to enjoy travelling 
on the largest ship in the world. Millionaires, soldiers, 
several newlyweds on their honeymoon, farmers, 
blacksmiths, servants and even dogs, cats and chickens 
were all aboard the Titanic. 

The ship never made it across the north Atlantic. 
Twenty minutes before midnight on the fifth day of the 
journey, it struck a gigantic iceberg on its starboard 
(right) side. Water started pouring into the lower decks, 
and just under three hours later, the Titanic sank. More 
than 1,500 passengers died.

Find out about the doomed gigantic luxury liner on the 
anniversary of one of the world’s most famous disasters.The ship they said would   never sink  

The wreck of the Titanic 
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Did anyone survive? 
Two hours after the Titanic sank, the cruise liner RMS 
Carpathia arrived and saved around 700 people. 
Sadly, many of the passengers had already died in the 
freezing cold waters. After the disaster, new rules were 
introduced so that ships had to carry enough lifeboats 
for passengers. 

 Going too fast
Before it set sail, the 
Titanic was praised as 
“practically unsinkable” 
because of its new 
design, but this proved 

to be tragically 
wrong. Despite 
being warned 
there were 
icebergs ahead, the 
Titanic’s captain, Edward 

Smith (left), did 
not reduce the 
ship’s speed 
from 22 knots 

(25mph). This meant 
that when crew saw the 

iceberg in the darkness, 
it was too late to avoid  
a dangerous collision.

Lifeboats
Another major mistake 
was that the Titanic 
had only 20 lifeboats, 
which was enough 
for just half of the 
passengers on board. 
The captain ordered 
women and children on 
to the lifeboats first. This 
meant more women and 
children survived than 
men, but in people’s 
panic to get away, many 
of the lifeboats were 
launched only half full. 
When the Titanic sank, 
the lifeboats were too far 
away for other survivors 
to reach.

After many efforts to find it, in 1985 the Titanic 
was discovered 3,800 metres below sea level, 
around 373 miles off the coast of Newfoundland 
in Canada. Thousands of items have been 
brought to the surface, including passengers’ 
jewellery, unopened champagne bottles and 
even coal from the engines. Last year, a biscuit 
from the Titanic sold at an auction for an 
incredible £15,000. 

Many species of fish, crab and starfish have 
made the Titanic their home, and the wreck is 
slowly being devoured by metal-eating bacteria.

THE NAME 
The name Titanic 

comes from ancient 

Greece and means 

gigantic. In ancient Greek 

mythology, the titans 

were powerful gods.

What went wrong?

There were only 20 lifeboats on 
the ship, and many were only half 

full when they were launched. Items from 
the wreck.

 Icebergs are large floating chunks 
of ice found in the cold oceans near 
the North and South Poles. No one 
knows for certain the size of the 
iceberg that sank the Titanic, but 
newspapers from the time think 
it may have been up to 30 metres 
high and 120 metres long. Ships 
still look out for icebergs today. 

What are icebergs?

This iceberg is 
thought to have 
sunk the Titanic.

News reports 
 of the disaster.

Upper decks 
The Titanic was 269 metres long – almost 
the same length as three football pitches 
– and had nine decks or levels. The most 
expensive rooms would cost thousands 
of pounds in today’s money. They were 
on the luxury higher-level decks, which 
were reserved for the wealthy first-class 

passengers. Here, the rich could visit a gym, 
a swimming pool, cafés and a restaurant. 

Middle decks 
On these decks there were less expensive 

rooms for second-class passengers, and the 
lower decks had more cramped rooms and 
facilities for people who were travelling in 
third class. Third-class passengers had to 
share their cabins with other people. The 
700 third-class passengers had only two 

bathtubs between them. 

Lower decks 
Underneath the passenger decks were the 
huge steam engines, which powered the 

Titanic. They were fuelled by coal.

ON SCREEN The disaster has inspired many films, books, and even a musical. In 1997, director James Cameron made a film called Titanic. It was hugely popular, and is the second-highest earning film of all  time at the cinema. 
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