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Find out more about some of 
the stars who help make the 
Premier League so diverse. 

Football is the world’s most popular sport, 
bringing together every country and 
continent. Since the Premier League began 

in 1992, the competition has had players from 
113 nations across the globe take part. No matter 
what your background, where you live, where 
you were born, or which team you support, our 
differences and similarities should be celebrated. 

The Premier League has this week launched 
its new Writing Stars poetry competition, on the 
theme of diversity, to do just that. Read on for 
some fascinating stories about Premier League 
stars who all have different backgrounds, play for 
different Premier League teams, but who all have 
a passion for football.

DeAndre Yedlin

US
Newcastle United defender DeAndre Yedlin was born in the US city of Seattle, to a Latvian mother. His father is part Native American. Yedlin also has tattoos in Hebrew to honour the Jewish members of his family.

Chris Wood

New Zealand
New Zealand is very famous for rugby but did you 

know the country also has a player in the Premier 

League? Burnley striker Chris Wood was born and 

grew up in Auckland, New Zealand and has made 

appearances for 10 different English clubs. He 

represented his country at the 2010 World Cup.

Antonio Valencia 

Ecuador
Ecuador star Antonio Valencia, who was born in the Amazon 

rainforest, has been a regular in Premier League matches 

since making his debut for Wigan at the age of 21. He’s 

now 33 years old and in his 10th season as one of 

Manchester United’s best players. Valencia has won 

the Premier League title twice.

Hugo Lloris

Egypt
Liverpool’s Egyptian star Mohamed 
Salah won Premier League Player 
of the Season in 2017-18, as well 
as the Golden Boot for scoring 32 
goals in a 38-match season. He 
was also voted the Professional 
Footballers’ Association Player 
of the Year, the third year in a 

row that a Muslim player has 
won it after N’Golo Kanté 

in 2016-17 and Riyad 
Mahrez in 2015-16.

Mo Salah

Shinji Okazaki

Japan
Already a star in Germany 

and his home country of 

Japan, Shinji Okazaki moved 

to Leicester City in 2015 and 

made an immediate impact. 

In his fi rst season he missed 

only two league games as 

the Foxes shocked the world 

by winning the Premier 

League title.

France
The Tottenham Hotspur goalkeeper was 

captain of the French team that won 

the 2018 World Cup. There has been 

at least one Premier League player 

on the pitch in each of the last six 

World Cup fi nals.

Neil Etheridge

Victor Moses

Nigeria
Victor Moses was born in Nigeria and moved to London, 

where he joined Crystal Palace and made his debut at just 

16 years old! He now plays for Chelsea and won the Premier 

League title with them in 2016-17.
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Philippines
The Philippines became the 109th FIFA nation, outside the UK, to be represented in the Premier League when Neil Etheridge took to the fi eld for 

Cardiff City on 11 August 2018. 
He saved penalties in his fi rst two 
matches of the season. Etheridge was 
born in London to a Filipina mother 
and English father.

In association with

Why not enter the Premier League Writing Stars 
competition? You’ll be in with the chance of 
winning an incredible prize! 
What is the competition?
All you need to do is write a poem on the theme 
of diversity. What does diversity mean to you and 
why is it so important? Any type of poetic writing 
is suitable, so it could even be a rap or song lyrics. 
The judges include Children’s Laureate Lauren 
Child (pictured above), poet Joseph Coelho, 
football legend Rio Ferdinand (pictured below) 
and pop star Olly Murs. 
What can you win?
The winning poems will be published in a book. 
Your class could win a poetry workshop and have 
the Premier League trophy visit your primary school. 
There will be two national winners and 10 regional 
winners from both Key Stage 1 (fi ve to seven years 
old) and Key Stage 2 (seven to 11 years old). 
How can you enter?
The closing date is Friday 21 December, so get your 
teacher to register on PLPrimaryStars.com this 
week. The fi rst 1,000 primary schools to enter will 
earn a special goody bag full of poetry books. 

THE WORLD
IN ONE
LEAGUE

Go for goal with your poem!
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Shinji Okazaki

Already a star in Germany 

and his home country of 

Japan, Shinji Okazaki moved 

to Leicester City in 2015 and 

made an immediate impact. 

In his fi rst season he missed 

only two league games as 

the Foxes shocked the world 

by winning the Premier 


