
Extend learning
beyond the curriculum

Extend learning
beyond the curriculum

Junior
SCHOOLS

T1374_TWJ_WJS_New_DM_sampler.indd   1 08/03/2019   10:03



The big news stories 
of the week are written in 
age-appropriate language 

that fl ows easily in an 
engaging style. 

Enrich learning 
and improve
general knowledge

Complex stories are 
explained clearly, 

and important 
world issues are not 

dumbed down.

Broaden your pupils’ 
knowledge beyond 
the curriculum with 
the latest news from 

around the world.

Your pupils will be 
engaged, informed

and inspired.

Junior
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My kids love reading The Week Junior.
It gives them a broad and balanced view

of what’s happening across the world, 
with plenty of opportunities to have 

high-quality discussions.
Sarah Brady, deputy head teacher,

St Bernade� e’s Primary School

“
of the week are written in 
age-appropriate language 

Complex stories are 

world issues are not 

Broaden your pupils’ 
knowledge beyond 
the curriculum with 
the latest news from 
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Not only does the magazine encourage creativity and curiosity,
it challenges children to question things. 

John Dabell, teacher, reviewer, writer and former 
school inspector“

Fun facts grab 
pupils’ attention 

and draw them in 
to longer stories.

Develop critical 
thinking skills by 
encouraging curiosity

Bitesized articles 
allow pupils to 
dip in and out, 
and encourage 

reluctant readers 
to read more.

Encourages curiosity 
and questioning 
with articles that 

cover issues a� ecting 
children’s lives.
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and draw them in Encourages curiosity 

cover issues a� ecting 
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Since we began receiving weekly copies of The Week Junior,
we have seen a students enthusiastically engage with the topics

covered in the magazine and grow their confi dence in public 
speaking and debating. 

Joanne Denham, librarian, Wodensborough
Ormiston Academy

“
Improve spoken 
language and 
oracy skills

Pupils can have 
their say on issues 

of the day by voting 
in the weekly poll.

Discussion prompts 
help pupils formulate

their thoughts into 
a well-structured 

argument.

Topical issues 
guaranteed to 

help your pupils 
form their own 

opinions and fi nd 
their voice. 

Junior
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It’s defi nitely impacted on our vocabulary teaching, challenging 
pupils to learn new words and work out what they mean. 

They’re now be­ er able to read articles about unknown topics 
and summarise them. 

Maddy Barnes, assistant head teacher and
English consultant

“

Improve vocabulary 
skills with articles 
packed with rich and 
varied language

In-depth articles allow 
pupils to immerse

themselves in topics 
from across the 

curriculum and beyond.

Junior
SCHOOLS

A wide-variety of subject areas are 
covered each week, introducing 

pupils to a vast range of new and 
interesting vocabulary to identify 

and explore in context.

In-depth articles allow 

themselves in topics 

curriculum and beyond.
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The Week Junior magazine has really helped us to promote 
reading for pleasure, as even our most reluctant readers have 

been enthralled by the bright, vibrant and engaging content in 
the magazine!

Lindsay Davies, Enrichment Lead,
Packmore Ormiston Academy

“
Nurture reading 
for pleasure

Junior
SCHOOLS

Wide-ranging 
topics covered 
each week:

The extensive range of 
subjects covered ensures 

every child will fi nd 
something that interests 

and excites them. • News
• The big debate
• Interesting people
• Animals and environment
• Science and technology
• Sport
• Books
• Arts and entertainment
• Word of the week
• Amazing photos
• Comprehension quiz
• Things to make and do

Fun activities give 
pupils ideas for 

creative projects that 
can be completed

at home or in school.

Di� ering article 
lengths mean that all 

pupils can access parts 
of the magazine.

lengths mean that all 
pupils can access parts 
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Using The Week Junior in a guided reading
session at St Bedes Junior School

FIND OUT MORE

Junior
SCHOOLS

Text Title: The Week Junior Newspaper ‘Are octopuses from outer space?’

OCABULARY

Strange but true:
- Which word suggests that octopuses are experts 
at blending into their environments?
- What do the words ‘pull off a great escape’ 
suggest about an octopus’ ability?
- Which word suggests that octopuses are 
unusual creatures?

Main article:
- What does the word bulbous mean?
- In paragraph two, which word has a similar 
meaning to ‘start’?
- Which word in paragraph one suggests that 
octopuses are from outer space?
- In the fi nal part of the article, which words 
suggest that scientists disagree with each other? 

NFER – how do you know…

- Why do you think the reporter has used the 
headline ‘Are octopuses from outer space?’ What 
effect does this have on the reader?
- Why has the reporter included a section called 
‘strange but true?’
- What impact does the sentence ‘33 scientists 
from around the world agree these creatures are 
aliens’ have on the reader?
- Why has the reporter included a quote in 
the article?

REDICT

- What do you think this report is about?
- If the reporter wrote another report about 
octopuses, who else might be interviewed? Why?
- Which other information might be included in the 
reporter’s next octopus article?

XPLAIN

- The text is not arranged like a narrative 
story – why?
- Where and why have bullet points been used?
- Why is there an interview in the fi nal paragraph 
(think also why it’s in the fi nal paragraph and not 
the fi rst)?
- The headline is a question – why is 
that effective?
- Explain how the reporter has tried to convince 
the reader of a point of view.
- Explain how the images are effective.
- Explain which part of the article is most 
interesting – give reasons.

ETRIEVE

- Find the meaning of word: zoologist 
- How many arms do octopuses have?
- How many hearts do they have?
- How many brains do they have?
- Who did the reporter quote? Why?
- How old is the earliest known octopus fossil?
- How many scientists from around the world 
wrote a paper?
- What happened 540 million years ago?
- Name two ideas that scientists say are the 
reason octopuses are aliens.
- What do octopuses use to travel backwards?

Can you write some questions for your group 
to fi nd the answers to?

UMMARISE

- Summarise paragraph one
- Summarise paragraph two
- Summarise paragraph three
- Summarise biologist P.Z. Myers’ idea
- Why do you think Cors Dyfi  Nature Reserve is  
Place of the Week?

The good thing with this 
technique is that it can be used 
on each article, so the amount 
of work you could get from the 

magazine is immense!
Joanne Kaye, class teacher at 

St Bedes Junior School

“

More examples of how The Week Junior can be 
used to enhance learning across the curriculum 

can be found here: 
schools.theweekjunior.co.uk/lesson-ideas

START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
Call 0330 333 9495

or visit schools.theweekjunior.co.uk

T1374_TWJ_WJS_New_DM_sampler.indd   12-13 08/03/2019   10:04



About the school
Tennyson Road Primary School is an outstanding school in Luton. We have a growing 
number of pupils on roll, now spanning two sites with 510 pupils (almost three-form 
entry). We have a high proportion of pupil premium and EAL pupils. 

Why we subscribe to The Week Junior
We currently take three copies of The Week Junior, which are shared between our Year 
4 and Year 6 classes, and we keep an archive of the magazines to share with the rest of 
the school.

We began subscribing to The Week Junior two years ago, and it is a great resource to 
have in school for a number of reasons. We found that The Week Junior:

ü  helps to broaden pupils’ knowledge of current a� airs

ü  provides an unbiased, educated view of world events

ü  is very factual and reliable

ü  is simple to read, with an inviting layout

But most of all our children love reading it. It is one of the fi rst things my pupils go for 
during independent reading time; I often fi nd they try to hide it so they have it fi rst in 
the next reading session!

How we use The Week Junior
We use The Week Junior in a variety of ways; it’s an incredibly fl exible resource that can 
be used across the curriculum. In our school it is mainly used for independent reading 
because the children love reading it so much — it always gets picked up. 

However, there are always pertinent topics and articles that we use — either in English 
lessons for comprehension or writing stimuli, or during our afternoon subjects and 
termly topics. 

We also love the big debate each week, and have seen great improvements in spoken 
language skills as the issues chosen for debate are always very topical and get our 
pupils talking — a couple of favourites were ‘bottle fl ipping’ and ‘boys vs girls’.

Our verdict
The best thing about The Week Junior is the content, it’s trustworthy, 

age-appropriate, high-quality current a� airs for children. The layout is excellent 
with lots of ways into each article, which is particularly good for those children 
who are more reluctant to read. It’s also always varied, fun and exciting with 

really random information thrown in, which my pupils love.

School Name: Tennyson Road Primary School | Teacher: Carl a Gotch, assistant head teacher

Case Studies
How have you used The Week Junior in your school?
I’ve used copies of the magazine as my guided reading text in various ways for children 
of di� erent reading abilities. For those in whom we wanted to encourage reading 
in greater depth, we gave them 30 minutes to read the magazine independently in 
silence (whilst I worked with a di� erent group). Immediately after, they were asked to 
select an article they’d particularly enjoyed or disliked, summarise the general gist and 
prepare to answer questions about it. The more often we did the exercise, the better 
they became at pre-empting the questions in their summaries.

For average readers, I selected up to three double-page spreads for them to read 
independently. Together, we then discussed the overall thrust of each article and any 
vocabulary issues, before modelling SATs-style questions relating to those articles on a 
fl ipchart and having the children answer them. With less able readers, I read a single 
article to them and again modelled SATs-style questions. I tried choosing three articles 
ranging in di�  culty – easier, medium and hard – to mirror the demands of the test and 
build the pupils’ confi dence.

Has it a� ected the way you teach literacy?
It’s defi nitely impacted on our vocabulary teaching, challenging pupils to learn 
new words and work out what they mean. They’re now better able to read articles 
about unknown topics and summarise their contents, while also gaining a better 
understanding of true journalistic writing.

How do pupils benefi t from being more aware 
of current a� airs?
In our catchment area the children don’t always get a very balanced view of current 
a� airs. What The Week Junior can do is o� er a non-biased approach to news reporting, 
which is something every child should be entitled to. In areas like ours we have a duty 
to ensure they can benefi t from such material in a non-pressurised way, and The Week 
Junior does this perfectly.

What impact has using The Week Junior had on your 
pupils’ attainment, results or progress?
We had 35% more ‘greater depth’ readers this year, having used the magazine in the 
way described above. It gave them a renewed interest in reading, and for our reluctant 
readers in particular, brought back a sense of purpose and pleasure when it comes to 
reading. They all particularly enjoyed a set of Royal Family caricatures that appeared in 
one edition — it felt a bit naughty, while still being age-appropriate for our children!

Would you recommend The Week Junior
to other schools?

Yes, defi nitely. The resource represents good value for money, and feels and works 
like a real magazine. We don’t know what topics will be included on the reading 

tests in any given year, but this resource is the perfect tool for encouraging 
children to read about unknown topics with confi dence.

School Name: Sacred Heart Catholic Primary | Teacher: Maddy Barnes, assistant head teacher
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We have options for every school size and budget, with subscriptions starting from just £54!
Your details1

Title                  First name                                                         Surname

Job title                                                                                       Name of school

School address                                          

City                                                                                              Postcode

Telephone number                                                                    Email address                                                              

Choose your subscription o�er (tick box)2

How to return your form3
Via post
Please address to: 
The Week Junior, Dennis Publishing Ltd, 
Rockwood House, Perrymount Road, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3DH

Via email
Send your order to  
education@theweekjunior.co.uk

Via telephone
You can also order by calling us on 0330 333 9495 

Order Online:  
schools.theweekjunior.co.uk/subscribe

Please note, if the number of copies you require doesn’t appear 
below simply call us on 0330 333 9495 to place your order.

Data protection
We will use the information you have shared for carefully considered and specific purposes, where we believe we have a legitimate case to do so, for example to send you communications about similar products and services we o�er. You can 
find out more about our legitimate interest activity in our privacy policy at www.dennis.co.uk/privacy-policy. If you wish to object to the use of your data in this way, please tick here ¨ or email us at privacy@dennis.co.uk  

‘We’ includes The Week Ltd and other Dennis Publishing (UK) Ltd brands listed at www.dennis.co.uk/brands

Quote code   M19WJS4A
 when placing your order

Quote code   M19WJS4A   when placing your order

Junior SCHOOLS

1 copy per week

£54 for 40-weeks
6 copies per week

£288 for 40-weeks
15 copies per week

£690 for 40-weeks
30 copies per week

£1,380 for 40-weeks

Independent 
reading subscription

Guided reading 
subscription

Half-class 
subscription

Whole-class 
subscription
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