ON THE COVER: REX SHUTTERSTOCK · ALAMY · GETTY IMAGES.
ON THIS PAGE: BBC · GETTY IMAGES · REUTERS · REX SHUTTERSTOCK

This week’s big news

One million people
join Chile protests

A

round a million people took part in antigovernment protests in Santiago, the capital of
Chile, on 25 October. It is thought to be one of the
biggest marches in the country’s history.
Protests began earlier this month when the
government tried to increase the price of public
transport. The government later changed its mind,
but the protests continued as people expressed their
anger over inequality and the cost of everyday goods.
The protests turned violent after the military
took control of Santiago. A state of emergency was
declared in the city, which meant people were not
allowed out at night, and around 20,000 police
officers were put on the streets. It is estimated that
19 people have died and hundreds more injured.
The march on 25 October, involving more than 5%
of the country’s population, was peaceful. President
Sebastian Piñera has asked his entire cabinet (his top
politicians, in charge of different departments) to
resign. He will remain in power and says his new
government will deal with the protesters’ demands.
Protesters in
Santiago, Chile.
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The Mocking of Christ
is by an Italian artist.

Painting found in French
kitchen sells for £20 million
A

painting created in the 13th century and found
in a kitchen in France has sold for a whopping
£20 million at auction. This makes it the most
expensive medieval painting ever sold.
The painting is called The Mocking of Christ and
is by the Italian artist Cimabue. It is thought to date
back to the year 1280 and is one part of a polyptych,
which is a painting that has been divided into a
series of panels. Despite its huge price at auction,
the painting itself is very small – just 20 centimetres
by 26 centimetres. Other panels from this series are
on display at the National Gallery in London and the
Frick Collection in New York, in the US.
The painting was discovered as an elderly woman
was preparing to move out of her home in the French
town of Compiègne. The woman, who asked for her

IT’S AN AMAZING WEEK FOR…

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Sir David Attenborough has been awarded
a green Blue Peter badge. The broadcasterr
already has a rare gold badge, which is given
en
to role models who inspire the nation’s
children. The green badge is in recognition of
his mission to protect the planet.
Sir David with
his two badges.

Greta Thunberg
and the beetle.

identity to be kept secret, said she didn’t know where
the painting had come from. Before she moved, an
expert called Philomène Wolf visited the house
to see if there were any valuable items that could be
sold, otherwise it would all have been thrown away.
As soon as she saw the painting, Wolf realised it was
valuable, although she didn’t know it was by
Cimabue. It was only after tests were carried out that
similarities were found with the artist’s work.
It was predicted that the painting would sell for
around £5 million. However, on the day of the auction
– which attracted a crowd of 800 people – an
unnamed buyer paid four times that amount. The
auctioneer, Dominique Le Coënt, said, “When a
unique work by a painter as rare as Cimabue comes
to market, you have to be ready for surprises”.

LENDING A HELPING HAND

When Shannon Downey came across an
unﬁnished craft project to make a huge quilt
of the US, she knew she had to ﬁnish it. The
quilt hadn’t been completed because its
elderly owner had died. Downey decided to
ask volunteers to help her ﬁnish it, and more
than 1,000 people signed up. Downey hopes
to donate it to a museum.

GRETA THUNBERG

A new species of beetle has been named after
the climate activist Greta Thunberg. Dr Michael
Darby, from London’s Natural History Museum,
discovered the nameless beetle in the
museum’s collection and said, “I chose this
name as I am immensely impressed with the
work of this young campaigner.”
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Topical Tuesdays!

Painting found in
French kitchen
sells for £20million
Read the article and then try the following activities...

Hold a debate
Many great works of art are sold to private collectors. That means they can be
locked away in some rich person’s house so that only a very few people can see
them. Should the rules be changed so that all such masterpieces can only be sold
to public museums and galleries? Isn’t it right that anything so inspirational and
educational should be available for all to see? Or should rich people be allowed to
buy the finest things, whatever they are – after all, they’ve earned their money. In
any case, where would you draw the line between good and great art? What do you

Writing challenge!

Choose one of the following writing warm-ups.

1

Most parents and carers like to display some of
their children’s artwork, if only on a fridge. Write
a humorous explanation text about something you
have painted or made as if you were an expert on
art from the future who had discovered your work
in someone’s kitchen. Make sure you describe the
amazing brushwork, composition or subject matter
in funny, exaggerated terms.

or

2

Write a recount of a
visit you have made
to a gallery, museum
or place of historical
interest. Describe what
you saw and which
exhibits you found the
most interesting.

Investigate
Research the five most expensive paintings ever sold. For each one, give the title,
the the artist and the price it achieved. Also, write a brief description of each and
explain which is your favourite and why.
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