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Thisweek’s big news

3 3

Three Scottish brothers have rowed across the
Atlantic Ocean in just 35 days, smashing three

world records in the process. The MacLean brothers
– Ewan, aged 27, Jamie, 26, and Lachlan, 21 – began
their 3,000-mile journey on 12 December in La
Gomera, one of the Canary Islands off the coast of
Africa. Their epic adventure ended on 16 January in
Antigua, an island in the Caribbean.

The MacLeans are the first three brothers known
to have rowed an ocean together, and are also the
youngest and fastest trio ever to row across the
Atlantic. Their speedy crossing was
completed six days quicker than
the previous record for a trio.
The brothers were taking
part in the Talisker Whisky
Atlantic Challenge and
finished third, but they were
only beaten by teams made
up of four or five members. The

winners, Fortitude IV, had arrived in Antigua three
days before the MacLeans.

The brothers, who travelled in a boat called Broar,
faced many challenges during their journey. For the
final 20 days of the adventure they had to make do
without their phones because their charging cables
had been damaged by a combination of sunshine and
salty seawater. To keep themselves entertained, the
trio played the bagpipes, harmonica and ukulele that
they had brought with them.

Ewan, who works as a design engineer, had to be
convinced by his brothers to take a break

from his job in order to take on the
challenge. He told reporters,
“This was, without doubt, the
defining experience of my life."

The brothers are using their
success to raise money for several

charities, including Children First –
a charity for young people in Scotland.

IT’SANAMAZINGWEEKFOR…

AN INCREDIBLE ACHIEVEMENT
Adam Gorlitsky, who is paralysed from the
waist down (which means he is unable to move
his legs), has set a marathon record by using
an exoskeleton (a robotic walking device). He
finished the Charleston Marathon in the US
in just over 33 hours. Gorlitsky said people
shouldn’t be defined by their disability.

LE ACHIEVE

Rowing trio smash records
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Microsoft, one of the world’s biggest technology
companies, has said it will go carbon negative

by 2030 as part of plans to combat climate change
(the long-term change in world weather patterns
mostly caused by human activities).

One of the biggest causes of climate change
is the release of the gas carbon dioxide (CO2) into
the Earth’s atmosphere. Being carbon negative
means that Microsoft will remove more CO2 from
the atmosphere than it puts in. Microsoft has also
created a £765 million fund to develop technologies
that will remove CO2 from the atmosphere. This is
part of a plan to remove all the CO2 Microsoft has
emitted since the company was founded in 1975. The
company’s co-founder, Bill Gates, will release a book
later this year about how to combat climate change.
His charity, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, is
looking at ways of reducing global CO2 emissions.

Many environmental charities have praised
Microsoft. However, Greenpeace (an organisation
founded to protect the environment) has said that
Microsoft should stop selling technology to fossil fuel
companies. Fossil fuels, such as coal and oil, are one
of the main causes of CO2 emissions.

A SHEEP RESCUE
Yum Yum, a two-year-old sheep, had to be
rescued by the Hampshire Fire and Rescue
Service on 17 January after getting stuck
between a compost heap and fence. Luckily,
the“very fat” sheep was uninjured.

A YOUNG TENNIS STAR
Coco Gauff, a 15-year-old tennis player, has
won her first two matches at the Australian
Open tournament. In her first match, Gauff
beat Venus Williams – one of the world’s
most famous tennis players. It is the second
time Gauff has beaten Williams, having
won their match at last year’s Wimbledon
tournament.
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Brothers Lachlan (left), Jamie
(centre) and Ewan (right) MacLean.
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Rowing trio 
smash records

Topical Tuesdays!

Hold a debate
Rowing across the Atlantic is undoubtedly an amazing achievement, but is it 
time to ask the simple question: what’s the point? Admirable though these young 
brothers are, it’s not like they even won that race. Shouldn’t that same strength, 
courage and determination have been put to better use? Or should we always 
celebrate such efforts? Humans have always tried to improve themselves – it would 
be terrible to lose that spirit of self-challenge and adventure in the name of being 
‘sensible’. What do you think?

Investigate

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups. 

2  Write a short poem about 
this news story based on the 

children’s rhyme Row, Row, Row 
Your Boat. Give it three or four 
verses and try to have a different 
word repeated three times to 
start each verse. 

Read the article and then try the following activities...

or1  Imagine you are one of the brothers. 
Write a diary entry for the day 

when you finally arrived at Antigua. 
Remember to use the first person (I, 
me, etc.) and describe how you felt 
emotionally as well as physically using 
your most powerful words.
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Research the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean by as many different forms of transport 
as you can, such as rowing boat, iron ship, aeroplane, balloon and so on. Give the 
names of the main people involved and the date when each crossing was made.
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