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Reaching newheights
In 1967, Don Cameron was part of the team that
made the Bristol Belle, Europe’s first modern hot-air
balloon. Now, at the age of 80, he is hoping to make
history again. This time he is working with the
Russian adventurer Fedor Konyukhov, who is
attempting to fly to an altitude (height) of about
26,000 metres, which would be a world record for a
hot-air balloon. His company, Cameron Balloons, is
the world’s largest maker of hot-air balloons and is
responsible for more than three quarters of the
world’s special-shaped ones. His favourite place to fly
over is the Lake District in Cumbria. Cameron told the
i newspaper, “You can go up high and look at the
mountaintops. It’s a magic experience.”G
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THEYSAID IT!Down-to-Earthmaker
of intergalactic objects
Hanna Brar from Norwich says that one of the

strangest things she’s ever had to make was
a space doughnut. As a props assistant who worked
on StarWars films including The Rise of Skywalker,
she’s also made lots of droids and weapons. Props are
objects that actors use in their performance on screen
or on stage. Brar considered a career in costumes but
it was props that captured her imagination. She says,
“I knew I wanted to be a part of it and create things
from scratch.” She told TheWeek Junior, “Seeing my
work on screen for the first time was a surreal but
awesome feeling. It made me feel very proud of
myself to be part of such an iconic film.”

Don Cameron

Oneof the most memorable moments
from Nancy Grace’s 33-year career

is the time she took a 4,000-year-old skeleton
to the dentist. As an archaeologist,
Grace spends her days researching
past human activities from
clues that are left behind
underground. When
a storm ripped up a tree
in Dorset and revealed
a crushed skeleton,
Grace knew she had to
find out more.

With the lower
jawbone in hand, she
headed to her dentist. An
X-ray machine was used to find
out that the person had signs of gum
disease. Further research showed that the
person was roughly 26 years old when she
died, about 4,000 years ago.

Grace is part of the archaeology team
at the National Trust, an organisation that
preserves historic buildings and areas of
countryside across the UK. Her job has led her
to research fragments of glass dating back to
the Romans and graffiti created as recently as

the 1970s. What does it feel like to be the
person who steps down through the ground
to find things that haven’t been seen for
thousands of years? Grace tells TheWeek

Junior, “Standing on that surface,
the first person to stand on it

for 4,000 years, is like when
the snow falls and you’re
the first person to put
your foot on the snow.
You don’t ever take it
for granted.”

Grace is always on the
hunt for new finds at

National Trust properties
across the country, using old

maps and records as well as
cutting-edge technology to work out where
historic items could be lying undiscovered.

She explains, “We find rubbish that
people would have thrown away,
remnants of buildings that have
fallen down, and it’s like being a
detective looking for evidence. Even
buildings above ground have things
beneath the floorboards that have
clues for us.”

NancyGrace is a detective and storytellerwhofinds clues from thepast.
Uncoveringhistory

Hanna Brar “The ideawas that it
would be the biggest
vomit sequence ever
filmed anywhere.
I thinkwe needed
about 3,000 gallons.”
Actor Sir Michael Palin, the winner of the
National Television Awards Special
Recognition prize, talking about how fake
sick was used in one of his comedy shows.
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Uncovering History
Topical Tuesdays!

Hold a debate

Archaeologists spend a lot of time and money digging up 
evidence from the past. Is it time we just left it all in the ground? 
We already have a pretty good idea of how people lived in the centuries before ours; 
do we really need to find out more? How does it help us to know that some woman 
who lived 4,000 years ago had gum disease? Every time we try to build something 
new, it seems we have to halt the work so that archaeologists can dig around for a 
few months. What’s gone is gone. Or is it always important to study evidence from 
the past. It is often said that one of mankind’s greatest faults is our failure to learn 
from history. What’s more, now and again archaeologists discover precious works of 
great beauty that deserve to be seen and enjoyed once again rather than lying buried 
forever in the dirt. What do you think?

Investigate

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups. 

2  ReImagine you are 
Grace, the woman 

with gum disease from 
4,000 years ago. Write a 
funny pretend recount of 
going to visit your stone-
age dentist.

Read the article and then try the following activities...

or1  Imagine you are an archaeologist 4,000 years 
in the future and you have just discovered 

the remains of the house you are living in today. 
Write a diary entry for the day you made your 
find, describing the most interesting things 
you unearthed. Focus on those of your current 
possessions that you think would be most 
interesting or bewildering to people in the future.
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The word archaeology comes from the roots archae, meaning old or historic and 
ology meaning study. Find out what these words mean the study of: campanology, 
dendrochronology, glottochronology, ichthyology, ufology, vexillology.
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